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Where it is great to be a bluejay!                       www.newman.esu8.org

One Act Play Production


	 The One Act cast and crew finished their season on December 7th with a performance for the 
community. The play this year was Maniac Manor by Don S. Lowry. They had four performances at 
Oakland-Craig; Conference at Central City; Districts at Wheeler Central in Bartlett and Newman Grove 
community.  The cast included: Piper Jarecki, Aubree Whitaker, Allyx Forre, Keira Voelker, Madysen Wiese, 
Isaac Meyer, Jayden Benson, Samantha Bledsoe, Kellan Morris, Elise Witchell, Fancy Forkner, Zane Potter 
and Keoni Loyd. Cast members included: Payton Fehringer, Brylee Patzel and Rafael da Silva Dantas. The 
play was coached by Tina Sauser and Sarah Nelson. These are some pictures taken at the District 
competition.
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The hallways were filled with students' bright cheer in hopes that the 
holiday break would soon be here!  We have had a successful first 
semester.  It is an awesome experience to walk into a classroom and 
see students learning.  They have worked hard and everyone is ready 
to relax for a bit over the holidays.  

The Acadience winter benchmark testing was completed in December 
for our K-6th grade students.  Wow, these results looked great.  
Students are learning and that makes our hearts happy as educators. 
The data gathered is used to help guide our Elementary MTSS process 
and the Continuous Improvement Leadership Team (CILT) when 
making instruction based decisions for our students.  The 3rd-8th 

students completed their NSCAS Growth Winter assessment and the 9th-11th grade students 
completed the Winter MAP Growth assessment.  This will help guide the school improvement process 
as we look to set goals during the next semester.  Students will also be reviewing their growth from fall 
to winter and setting individual goals for the spring.    

Thank you to everyone who has come out to support the students in the many activities and sports 
throughout the first semester!  We are currently in our winter sports season.  Check the school website 
to get current calendar details. Our “kids” feel your support!  

I hope that students and staff take time to recharge over the holidays and come back feeling refreshed 
in January!  Remember we would like kids back into a routine and getting enough sleep for when 
school resumes on January 6, 2026. 

Wishing you and your families a Merry Christmas and I look forward to seeing you in 2026!

Mrs. Erin Forre
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Board of Education Meeting
December 8, 2025

• The meeting was called to order at 7:30 p.m.
• All members were present. Others in attendance: 

Superintendent Warren, Principal Forre, Assistant 
Principal Sauser, Christie Wallin, Donna Schroeter, Piper 
Jarecki, Kailey Patzel, Allyx Forre, Austin Schulz, Nate 
Fowlkes, Aubree Whitaker, Dylan Luetkenhaus and Keoni 
Loyd.

• The Open Meetings Act was posted in the room in 
accordance with the law. 

• The agenda was approved as published. 
• Approved the minutes of the November 10, 2025 Special 

Board Meeting as printed.
• Approved the minutes of the November 10, 2025 Regular 

Board Meeting as printed.
• The next regular meeting of the Newman Grove Public 

Schools Board of Education will be on January 12, 2026 at 
6:30 p.m.

• Principal Forre presented her report to the board, which 
included: No PK-6 grade on Monday, December 15th due 
to teachers attending LETRS training; Testing currently 
being administered; K-12 Winter Concert - December 22nd 
at 7:00 p.m.; December 23rd is the end of the 1st semester; 
December 29-30 are Holiday Basketball Tournaments in 
Creighton; December 30th is the NG/SE wrestling invite 
in Newman Grove; January 5th - Teacher in Service; 
January 6th - School resumes; Our District’s Overall 
Classification Rating Results: High School-Excellent, 
Middle School-Excellent, Elementary-Excellent.

• Mr. Warren presented his superintendent’s report to the 
board, which included: New projector in the gym 
installation; New mini bus to arrive in the next few weeks; 
26-27 school year calendar currently being worked on; 
26-27 Negotiations-currently being worked on; NRCSA 
Spring Conference; NASB  Legislative Update; Incumbent 
filing deadline-February 17, 2026.

• Approved the Superintendent’s Evaluation.
• A motion to table action on Alcove Roofing Statement.
• Accepted the Treasurer’s Report as presented.
• Approved at the payment of claims totaling $356,079.86 

(General Fund); $1,107.16 (Depreciation Fund) and 
$10,282.01 (Building Fund) with the exception of 
amending the B&B Repair invoice due to an amended 
statement sent after checks were printed.

• The meeting was adjourned at 7:51 p.m.

No School/Early Out Days


December 23 	     K-12 1:00 PM Dismissal


December 24 - January 5 	     PK-12 No School

(Christmas Break)


February 12	 	     K-12 1:00 PM Dismissal

(Parent-Teacher Conferences)


February 13	 	 	     PK-12 No School

(Teacher Inservice)


Newman Grove PTO

 


     Happy Holidays from the PTO!  We turned in 
6,000 Best Choice Labels and will receive $210 
from those donations.  Please keep collecting 
labels and turning them into the school or grocery 
store. We will be collecting items for the Nursing 
Home and Food Pantry until December 19th. 

     Upcoming events include Glow Party 
on January 9th and Donuts with Dudes in 
February. 
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My name is Jessa Preimesberger, and I’m proud to represent FLAG International — a U.S. Department of State–
designated, CSIET-listed nonprofit that has been dedicated to cultural exchange for more than 36 years.

 

I wanted to reach out directly to express my sincere gratitude to Newman Grove High School and Newman Grove 
Public Schools for your continued support of exchange students and for the meaningful opportunities you create for 
young people from around the world. We simply cannot do what we do without strong, supportive school partnerships 
like yours, and we are truly grateful for the openness and collaboration 
you consistently show.

 

This year, we are thrilled to place Rafael da Silva Dantas from Brazil 
with his wonderful host family, Joan and Verdell Nelson. Rafael has fully 
embraced small-town life in Newman Grove — he loved joining the 
Nelsons in the field during Harvest season and has enjoyed becoming 
part of the community. He has also been excited to participate in FFA 
and the One Act play production, and he is very eager to try basketball 
for the first time. He is truly having an exceptional year.

 

Thank you again for welcoming the world into your classrooms and for 
fostering an environment where students like Rafael can thrive. We are 
grateful for your partnership and excited to continue working alongside 
you.

 

Jessa Preimesberger

Senior Chapter Manager

763-742-7821

FLAG International 

Champlin, MN, USA


Become a host family at https://flag-intl.org/host.html


tel:763-742-7821


5



6



7

What's the latest buzz on energy drinks? 

About 90% of adults consume caffeine every day, making it the most common stimulant in the 
world. Widely available sources of caffeine include coffee, green and black tea, soft drinks, "energy shots," 
over-the-counter supplements, energy or protein bars, sports and energy drinks, chocolate, chewing gum 
and even ice cream.

The Food and Drug Administration (FDA) made these recommendations: Adults: up to 400 milligrams of 
caffeine, the equivalent of two to three 12-ounce cups of coffee; Pregnant or breastfeeding people: up to 
200 milligrams; Children: no safe limits set. The American Academy of Pediatrics discourages the 
consumption of caffeine and other stimulants by children and adolescents. In recent years, emergency 
departments have seen a rising trend of children being admitted due to overconsumption of caffeine, also 
known as caffeine toxicity. Symptoms include vomiting, high blood pressure, racing heart, heart rhythm 
problems, and, less commonly, disorientation and hallucinations. So how do these recommended levels 
compare with typical energy drinks? Most energy drinks contain 100-300 milligrams of caffeine per 
serving, although amounts can vary.

The positive health effects of caffeine vary from person to person, depending on the dose. These effects 
include improved reaction time, alertness and ability to concentrate. Lessened adverse effects of sleep 
deprivation. Protection against type 2 diabetes, heart attack and stroke. Reduced risk of Parkinson's disease; 
Alzheimer's disease; liver disease, including liver cancer; alcoholic cirrhosis and gout.

But caffeine also can have negative effects such as nervousness, insomnia, irritability and panic attacks. 
Those with preexisting anxiety disorders may be more susceptible to these effects.  Heavy caffeine use — 
more than 400 milligrams per day — can cause: Headache, fast heartbeat, palpitations, tremors, agitation 
and gastrointestinal upset. Increased risk of other addictive behaviors, like smoking and alcohol abuse. 
Physical and psychological dependence and withdrawal symptoms if intake is abruptly stopped. 

Energy drinks can contain significant amounts of added sugar or other sweeteners. Energy drinks may 
contain vitamins, minerals and amino acids. 

Many also use herbal supplements, such as ginseng and guarana, which may be used to increase energy and 
mental alertness. Use caution with these substances since research on their safety and effectiveness is 
limited. Also, some herbal supplements can interact with prescriptions, so consult your healthcare 
professional before consuming them. Keep in mind that even if a beverage is labeled "natural," that doesn't 
mean it's healthy. Adding vitamins, minerals and other substances doesn't make energy drinks healthier. The 
FDA classifies energy drinks as dietary supplements and doesn't approve them before they're marketed. 
That means they aren't subjected to the same rigorous review process as prescription medications.

If you've got the afternoon slumps, that doesn't necessarily mean you need a caffeine boost. You may be 
dehydrated. Dehydration can cause fatigue, dry mouth and skin, and nausea. It also can take a toll on your 
attention and short-term memory.

To hydrate, skip energy or sugary drinks or a cup of coffee or tea. Instead, try drinking 
plain water and eating hydrating foods like apples, berries, melons, celery and lettuce.

Source: Mayo Clinic

Mrs. Wondercheck RN, ESU 8 School Nurse

https://www.mayoclinichealthsystem.org/hometown-health/speaking-of-health/what-are-hidden-sources-of-caffeine
https://www.fda.gov/consumers/consumer-updates/spilling-beans-how-much-caffeine-too-much#:~:text=For%20most%20adults%2C%20the%20FDA,eliminate%20it%20from%20the%20body.
https://publications.aap.org/aapnews/news/27276/Children-should-avoid-drinks-with-sugar-caffeine?searchresult=1
https://www.aacap.org/AACAP/Families_and_Youth/Facts_for_Families/FFF-Guide/Caffeine_and_Children-131.aspx
https://newsnetwork.mayoclinic.org/discussion/3-21-mayo-clinic-q-and-a-caffeines-effects-on-blood-sugar-and-blood-pressure/?mc_id=us&utm_source=newsnetwork&utm_medium=l&utm_content=content&utm_campaign=mayoclinic&geo=national&placementsite=enterprise&invsrc=other&cauid=100721
https://www.mayoclinic.org/healthy-lifestyle/nutrition-and-healthy-eating/in-depth/caffeine/art-20045678
https://www.mayoclinichealthsystem.org/hometown-health/speaking-of-health/rethink-your-drink-beware-of-hidden-sugar
https://www.mayoclinichealthsystem.org/hometown-health/speaking-of-health/supplements-what-you-need-to-know
https://www.mayoclinichealthsystem.org/hometown-health/speaking-of-health/tips-for-drinking-more-water
https://www.mayoclinichealthsystem.org/hometown-health/speaking-of-health/tips-for-drinking-more-water
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First Grade December News


By Angel Gaspers

Tis’ the season to have lots of fun in first grade. As we move into December, first grade 
is embracing the season with a spirit of learning and kindness. This month brings exciting 
classroom activities, opportunities to celebrate student growth, and time to practice 
gratitude and generosity. 


We have been busy with Holidays Around the World. We have been visiting many 
countries like England, Germany, France, Australia, China, and the United States. We 
have been talking about how each country celebrates the winter holidays and Christmas. 
Each day students fill out a sheet with the country's flag and the celebration of their 
culture.


The 12 Days of Christmas are in full swing with some of the days being Candy Cane Day, 
Gingerbread Day, Stocking Day, Santa Day, Elf Day, and of course ending on Grinch Day. 
Students can dress up for the day and each day we have fun activities and snacks to help 
us get through the month of December.


In first grade, phonics instruction plays a critical role in helping students become 
confident, independent readers. This year, students are learning how letters and letter 
combinations represent sounds and how those sounds come together to form words.


• Identifying letter-sound relationships, blending sounds to read words, segmenting 
words into individual sounds for spelling, reading and writing words with common 
spelling patterns


In first grade, students are building a strong foundation in math by developing number 
sense and problem-solving skills. Through hands-on activities, games, and real-world 
examples, students learn to understand how numbers work and how to use math in 
everyday situations.


• Count, read, and write numbers, understand place value (tens and ones), add and 
subtract within 20, solve word problems using pictures, models, and equations, and 
compare numbers and explain their thinking


December is also a wonderful time to focus on kindness. Simple acts like encouraging 
words, helping a classmate, or showing appreciation to staff help create a positive school 
environment for everyone.


We wish all of our families a joyful and restful holiday season and look forward to 
welcoming students back refreshed and ready to learn in the new year.


Pictures are on the next page.
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NG/SE Cheer Camp


     The NG/SE high school cheerleaders put on a camp for Kindergarten through 8th grade girls on 
Saturday, December 6th. There were two sessions. One in Newman Grove and the other in Saint 
Edward. They had 57 students participate. On December 12th, the girls performed their routine at half 
time of the boys varsity game against Palmer in St. Ed. The girls performed to ‘Firework’ by Katy Perry 
and then did a cheer called Dynamite. They will have another performance at the home game in 
Newman Grove on January 3rd, also during half time of the boys varsity game. Come support and 
enjoy the girls as they proudly give their performance.

Congratulations to:


• Kailey Patzel awarded 
Goldenrod All-Conference 
Volleyball  2nd team.


• Kailey Patzel on being named the 
Norfolk Elks Lodge #653 - Teen of 
the Month
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Social Skills Kids Need
By Donna Miller


Merry Christmas and Happy New Year!  As I was searching the internet to help find some 
additional strategies to use within my classroom I came across this poster that caught my eye.  
It reminded me of social skills that not only students but adults need as well.  Social and 
emotional skills are actually a prerequisite to success in the classroom (and outside of the 
classroom too).  Skills like empathy, self-awareness, managing emotions, and decision making 
are some of the most important skills kids and young adults need to learn.   Social and 
emotional skills are actually foundational for academic success.  If we want our learners to excel 
academically, we need to pave the way for them to excel socially and emotionally first.
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NG/SE Boys Basketball

By Tyler Gray


December 4th: NG/SE-31 Osceola-40

The NG/SE Panthers Boys Basketball team started their season 
on December 4th in St. Edward against Osceola. The Panthers 
were led in scoring by Ryan Cumming with 9 points, Parker 
Fitchner with 8 points, and Triton Sindelar with 8 points. Ryan 
Cumming also led the team in rebounds with 11 boards, 
followed by Keoni Loyd with 10 rebounds, and Parker Fitchner 
with 8 rebounds. Griffin Nelson led the team in steals on this 
night with 5 steals. Triton Sindelar, Griffin Nelson, and Keoni 
Loyd all contributed 2 assists apiece.


December 5th: NG/SE-42 Nebraska Christian-50

On December 5th, the NG/SE Boys Basketball team faced off  
with the Nebraska Christian Eagles in Newman Grove. The 
Panthers were led in scoring by Ryan Cumming with 12 points, 
Parker Fitchner with 8 points, and Kolten Alder with 7 points. 
Parker Fitchner led the team in rebounds with 11, followed by 
Ryan Cumming with 8 rebounds. Triton Sindelar and Micah 
Cuevas led the team in steals, with 4 steals and 3 steals 
respectively. Triton Sindelar also added 6 assists.


December 9th: NG/SE-37 GACC-68

On December 9th, the NG/SE Boys Basketball team travelled 
to West Point to take on the Guardian Angels Central Catholic 
Bluejays. The Panthers were led in scoring by Parker Fitchner 
with 9 points, followed by Kolten Alder with 7 points, and 
Griffin Nelson and Ryan Cumming with 6 points apiece. Ryan 
Cumming led the team in rebounds with 7 boards, followed by 
Parker Fitchner and Nate Fowlkes with 6 rebounds apiece. 
Griffin Nelson and Triton Sindelar led the team in assists with 2 
apiece. Triton Sindelar, Griffin Nelson, Ryan Cumming, and 
Kolten Alder all contributed 1 steal apiece.


December 12th: NG/SE-62 Palmer-36

The NG/SE Boys Basketball team returned home on December 
12th where they squared off  with the Palmer Tigers in St. 
Edward. The Panthers were led in scoring by Parker Fitchner 
with 16 points, followed by Micah Cuevas, Triton Sindelar, and 
Ryan Cumming all with 10 points apiece. Parker Fitchner also 
led the team in rebounds with 13, followed by Ryan Cumming 
with 7 rebounds. Keoni Loyd and Parker Fitchner contributed 4 
assists apiece. Micah Cuevas, Dennis Bernal, Keoni Loyd, 
Griffin Nelson, and Ryan Cumming all had 1 steal apiece.


December 13th: NG/SE-44 Madison-69

The NG/SE Boys Basketball team travelled to Madison on 
December 13th to square off  with the Dragons. Triton Sindelar 
led the Panthers in scoring with 14 points, followed by Parker 
Fitchner with 8 points and Ryan Cumming with 6 points. Keoni 
Loyd finished the game with 10 rebounds, followed by Ryan 
Cumming with 5 rebounds. Triton Sindelar led the team in 
assists with 2 and Micah Cuevas led the team in steals with 2.

NG/SE Girls Basketball
By Brett Miller

    The Panther girls basketball team may sit at 1–
3 early in the season, but the record doesn’t tell 
the whole story. This group is showing 
toughness, growth, and a commitment to getting 
better every day—qualities that define Panther 
basketball.
    Senior leaders Kailey Patzel, Aubree Whitaker, 
and Macy Reardon have set the tone with their 
effort, leadership, and willingness to do the little 
things that don’t always show up in the stat 
sheet. Juniors Katelyn Werts, Allyx Forre, and 
Piper Jarecki continue to provide energy and 
versatility, while sophomore Brylee Patzel is 
gaining valuable varsity experience and 
confidence with each game. Freshman Elia 
Jarecki has stepped into her role, showing poise 
well beyond her years.
   This team is learning, competing, and laying 
the foundation for a strong season ahead. With 
continued hard work and Panther pride, the 
wins will come. The future is bright—keep 
believing, Panthers! 

NG/SE Bowling


     The boys started their season with a dual 
against Spalding Academy, losing 4.0-17.0. The 
Panthers then hosted Howells-Dodge with both 
the girls and boys winning 14.0-7.0. 

      On December 13th, the Panthers 
participated in a tournament at McCool 
Junction. The girls placed runner-up with 4 of 
them placing in the top 10. The boys team 
placed 3rd. 

       On the boys team are: Senior-Billy Fyfe; 
Juniors-Andrew Matson, Kalvin Sindelar 7 Noah 
Ketelsen; Sophomore-Beckett Jorgensen and 
Freshman-Jacob Matson. The girls team 
consists of: Seniors-Summer McKinzie & 
Serenity Strong; Junior-Kaylee Applegarth; 
Sophomore-Bristol Laska; Freshmen-Savannah 
Douglas, Rosie Labenz and Shinel Justus.

       Please come out and support the Panthers 
at their next home game in Newman Grove on 
January 20th.




13

Newman Grove Breakfast & Lunch Menu


(Variety of low fat & fat free milks offered with each meal) (Menus are subject to change without notice)


Scott’s Meat Mission (Made with locally donated beef)


January 2026


MONDAY          TUESDAY       WEDNESDAY    THURSDAY        FRIDAY
January 1

No

School

January 2

No

School

January 5

No

School

January 6

Muffin
Fresh Fruit & Juice

Corndog
Smile Fries

MixedVeggies
Mixed Fruit

January 7

Cini Mini
Fresh Fruit & Juice
Breaded Pork Patty
Mashed Potatoes

Peaches
Dinner Roll

January 8

Banana Bread
Fresh Fruit & Juice

Grilled Chicken 
Sandwich

Green Beans
Fries/Pears

January 9

Glazed Donut
Fresh Fruit & Juice

Pizza
Corn

Pineapple 
Cookie

January 12

Egg & Sausage
Fresh Fruit & Juice
Chicken Nuggets
Cheese Broccoli

Applesauce
Breadstick

January 13

Pancakes
Fresh Fruit & Juice

Cheeseburger
Baked Beans

Mandarin Oranges

January 14

Long John
Fresh Fruit & Juice
Breaded Beef Patty
Mashed Potatoes

Mixed Fruit
Dinner Roll

January 15

Strudel
Fresh Fruit & Juice

Crispito
W/Cheese Sauce

Rice
Corn

Peaches

January 16

Mini Loaf
Fresh Fruit & Juice
Philly Steak Sub

Tri Tator
Pears

January 19

Breakfast Pizza
Fresh Fruit & Juice

Sub Sandwich
Baby Carrots

Chips
Pineapple

January 20

Breakfast Sandwich
Fresh Fruit & Juice

Chili
Cheese Stick
Sliced Apples
Cinnamon Roll

January 21

Egg & Bacon
Fresh Fruit & Juice

Flying Saucer
Green Beans

Peaches
Dinner Roll

January 22

Mini Loaf
Fresh Fruit & Juice

Chicken Strips
Corn
Pears

Dinner Roll

January 23

Muffin
Fresh Fruit & Juice
McRib Sandwich

Smile Fries
Mandarin Oranges

January 26

Cini Mini
Fresh Fruit & Juice

Cheeseburger
Calzone
Carrots

Mixed Fruit
Smile Fries

January 27

Glazed Donut
Fresh Fruit & Juice

Crispy Chicken
Sandwich

Green Beans
Pears

January 28

Banana Bread
Fresh Fruit & Juice
Hamburger Gravy 

Over/Mashed Potatoes
Broccoli

Pineapple
Dinner Roll

January 29

Biscuits & Gravy
Fresh Fruit & Juice

Hot Dog
Peas
Chips

Peaches
Brownie

January 30

Long John
Fresh Fruit & Juice
Hot Ham & Cheese

Sandwich
Corn
Fries

Oranges
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NG/SE Girls Wrestling
The girls wrestling season began at Doane College on December 5th. We have three girls competing 

this year. Sophomores-Payton Fehringer and Fancy Forkner,  and Freshman-Mackenzie Wiese. Payton 
Fehringer placed 2nd at the meet. Their next meet was at Elkhorn Valley in Tilden. Payton came away with 
2nd place again. All the girls are competing well and improving each week.
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MISSION STATEMENT

Newman Grove Public School District is committed to providing a safe environment where all students can 
develop academically. Students will be provided opportunities to acquire skills needed to accomplish their goals 
and to develop their potential as life-long learners, which will allow students to participate in and contribute to 
society.

WINTER SCHOOL CLOSING ANNOUNCEMENTS    

The following radio and television stations will be contacted should it become necessary to cancel school due to 
inclement weather: Television: Channel 8 or Channel 10/11 (Lincoln) Website: www.newman.esu8.org

Radio:	94 Rock (94.7 FM)	 US92 (92.7 FM) WJAG (780 AM)	 KEXL (106.7 FM)

	 KZEN (100 FM)	 KKOT (93.5 FM) KLIR (101 FM)	 KJSK (900 AM)

	 KTTT (1510 AM)	 KPNO (90.5 FM)

NOTE: Newman Grove Preschool will follow the K-12 weather related time changes.

Late Start-NO MORNING	 Early Out-NO AFTERNOON      Cancelled Preschool will be made up on a Friday.

From the Board of Education, Administration, Faculty, and Staff

http://www.newman.esu8.org/

