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K-12 Information 

 
PLEDGE OF ALLEGIANCE 

The Pledge of Allegiance will be recited in classrooms at 8:00 every day. The Pledge 

may be led by a student volunteer or the instructor of the class. 

 

USE OF VIDEO CAMERAS  

The board supports the use of video cameras in school buildings and on school grounds 

as a means to monitor and maintain a safe environment for students and employees. 

 

SCHOOL ATTIRE 

Education is directed toward the improvement of the student’s complete personality.  

Appropriate dress contributes toward that goal.  It is hoped that students will take pride in 

their appearance and be clean and well-groomed at all times.  “The way we dress 

influences the way we act.” 

 

Shorts can be worn.  Please use good taste in selecting shorts to be worn to school. 

 

Shirts with caricatures or writing on them should be in good taste.  Clothing that 

advertises or promotes alcohol, tobacco, drugs, sex, or use profanity, are not permitted.  

Half-shirts are not considered good taste.  Shoes will be worn by everyone.  

 

The principal will make final decisions on questionable school apparel, with appellate 

rights to the Superintendent and, ultimately, to the Board of Education. 

 

SCHOOL INSURANCE 

School insurance is offered.  This insurance program is handled through the school as a 

courtesy to the patrons.  There is no revenue or commission received locally by the 

school or by any individual. 

 

SCHOOL TELEPHONE 

Students will not be called out of class to answer the telephone except in cases of 

emergency.  Students should use the telephone only when absolutely necessary and only 

if they have permission from the secretary or the teacher in charge. 

 

STUDENT HEALTH 

If a student is to be taken to a doctor or dentist during school hours, the parent should 

either phone the principal’s office or should come for the student personally.  Scheduling 

appointments during school time should be a last resort.   

 

Medication that can be administered before or after school is better kept at home.  

However, if it is necessary, the school nurse or staff will administer oral and topical 
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medications with written parental consent and if the medication is in the original 

container and properly labeled.  (Label and parental consent must include date, child’s 

name, name of the medication, amount of medication, and the time that it is to be taken).  

Your pharmacy can provide a duplicate “school” bottle.  All medication will be kept in 

the office except for inhalers which are sometimes kept with the student with parental 

permission. 

 

The medication will be administered under the direction of the school nurse or the 

designated school personnel, with the parent or guardian accepting ultimate responsibility 

for monitoring the effects of this medication. 

 

The school does not provide Tylenol, cough drops or other over the counter medications.  

When brought from home, these products also require written parental consent before 

they will be given.   

 

If your child requires daily medication at school, a medication permit form is available at 

the office or from the school nurse.   

 

A pupil who is absent from school for a period of four or more consecutive school days 

because of illness must present a doctor’s permit stating that the student has been 

examined and has been found to be physically ready to attend school.  During an 

epidemic, this ruling may be changed to meet the approval of health authorities. 

 

A student with a fever or other indication of illness should not be sent to school, neither 

should a child with an infectious sore, such as ringworm, etc.  The school is required to 

send children home in such instances, as a safeguard to the health of others. 

 

If a student is to be taken to a doctor or dentist during school hours, the parent should 

either phone the principal or should came for the student personally.  Scheduling 

appointments during school time should be a last resort. 

 

Please be aware of the following guidelines for student attendance: 

 Chicken Pox:  Rash turns to red bumps, which develops into blisters.  Blisters dry 

and form a scab.  Cases are excluded from school for a minimum of 5 days or until 

scabs are dry (usually 5-10 days). 

 Common Cold/Fever:  Students with severe coughs and sore throats should remain 

at home.  Those with temperatures over 100 degrees will be excluded from school and 

should not return until the temperature has been below 100 degrees for 24 hours. 

 Impetigo:  Disease characterized by a pustule (crusted sore with oozing) appearing on 

the body.  Exclude from school until all areas are healed (usually one week) or until 

the child has a doctor’s statement for re-entry. 

 Intestinal Flu:  Children with symptoms of upset stomach, diarrhea and/or vomiting 

should remain at home. 
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 Pink Eye:  Redness and itching of the eye.  Often swollen with discharge of pus.  

Children are excluded from school until under antibiotic treatment for 24 hours or 

condition clears. 

 Ring Worm:  Small, red, scaly patch, gradually increases in size.  Exclude from 

school until written consent from the physician to return or the area has been treated 

for at least 24 hours.  Infected areas must be covered with the child is in school. 

 Scabies:  Mite burrows into the skin.  Small bumps appear in rows, with itching.  

Usually found between the fingers, wrists, cracks of the elbow and under arms.  

Exclude until treated (itching will still be present).  Clothing and linen must be 

treated.  ALL contacts should be inspected. 

 Scarlet Fever, Scarletina, Scarlet Rash, or Strep:  After diagnosed and 24 hours of 

antibiotic treatment, children may return to school, if temperature is below 100 

degrees. 

 Head Lice:  Usually found in the hair behind the ears and back of neck.  Head lice are 

communicable by DIRECT CONTACT:  Head-to-head touching; sharing personal 

items such as combs, brushes, hats and towels; and common household furnishings, 

pillows, couches, chairs and also car upholstery.  Symptoms are itching and the 

presence of lice and/or nits (eggs).  ALL FAMILY MEMBERS AND CONTACTS 

SHOULD BE INSPECTED.  Exclude child from school until shampooed with a lice 

shampoo and ALL eggs are removed.  Bed linens, clothing, personal and household 

items must also be treated.  A written statement from parent must be furnished when 

the child returns to school stating the child has been treated. 

 

ASTHMA PROTOCOL:  State regulations require that all schools be prepared to 

implement an emergency treatment plan, called a protocol, anytime a student or staff 

member experiences a life threatening asthma attack or systemic allergic reaction 

(anaphylaxis).   

 

The protocol requires that 911 is called first.  After that call is made, an EipPen injection 

will be given and then albuterol is provided through a nebulizer.  An EpiPen is a small 

pre-filled, automatic injection device that resembles a highlighter.  If is used to deliver 

epinephrine.  Epinephrine is a medication that is used to bring quick relief by improving 

breathing and lung function.  Albuterol is another medication that is used to bring 

breathing relief (commonly found in metered-dose inhalers).  The nebulizer is a machine 

that mixes the albuterol with air to provide a fine mist (aerosol) for breathing in through a 

mask or mouthpiece. 

 

The protocol steps are designed to provide quick, effective care in order to prevent death 

from occurring due to a severe asthma attack or anaphylaxis.  Staff members have been 

trained to recognize signs and symptoms of a life-threatening “breathing” emergency and 

to properly administer the medications.  The protocol is a standing medical order that has 

been signed by Dr. Anthony Kusek. 
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If you know that your student has asthma or a known allergy, it is critically important that 

you communicate this information to the school staff and/or the school nurse.  For each 

student with a known allergic condition or asthma, you must provide the school with (1) 

written medical documentation, (2) instructions, and (3) medications as directed by a 

physician.  In the event that your student experiences a life threatening asthma attack or 

systemic allergic reaction, we will defer to the specific documents and medication that 

you have provided.  If you do not have medical documentation and instructions on file 

with the school for your student, we will defer to the regulatory protocol described above.  

If, for whatever reason, you do not want your student to receive the life-saving 

emergency treatment under the protocol, you must file your written objection with the 

school.   

 

VISION EXAMS 

Students entering school for the first time, including kindergarteners and transfer students 

from out of state, will be required to provide proof of a vision evaluation taken within six 

months prior to the student’s entrance.  The vision evaluation is required to test for 

amblyopia (lazy eye) and strabismus (misalignment of the eyes), which are two of the 

most common vision disorders in young children, as well as internal and external eye 

health and visual acuity.  A certificate or form stating results of the evaluation must be 

signed by an optometrist, physician, physician assistant, or an advanced practice 

registered nurse.  No visual evaluation shall be required of any child whose parent or 

guardian objects in writing.  

 

GOVERNMENT LUNCH REGULATIONS 

The U.S. Department of Agriculture prohibits discrimination against its customers, 

employees, and applicants for employment on the basis of race, color, national origin, age 

disability, sex, gender identity, religion, reprisal, and where applicable, political beliefs, 

marital status, familial or parental status, sexual orientation, or all or part of an 

individual’s income is derived from any public assistance program, or protected genetic 

information in employment or in any program or activity conducted or funded by the 

Department. (Not all prohibited basis will apply to all programs and/or employment 

activities.) 

 

If you wish to file a Civil Rights program complaint of discrimination, complete the 

USDA Program Discrimination Complaint Form, found online at 

http://www.ascr.usda.gov/complaint_filing_cust.html, or at any USDA office, or call 

(866) 632-9992 to request the form. You may also write a letter containing all the 

information requested in the form. Send your completed complaint form or letter to us by 

mail at U.S. Department of Agriculture, Director, Office of Adjudication, 1400 

Independence Avenue, S.W., Washington, D.C. 20250-9410, by fax (202) 690-7442 or 

email at program.intake@usda.gov 

 

http://www.ascr.usda.gov/complaint_filing_cust.html
mailto:program.intake@usda.gov
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Individuals who are deaf, hard of hearing or have speech disabilities may contact USDA 

through the Federal Relay Service (800) 877-8339; or (800) 845-6136 (Spanish). USDA 

is an equal opportunity provider and employer. 

 

PARENT NOTIFICATION OF STAFF QUALIFICATIONS   

The No Child Left Behind (NCLB) Act of 2001 gives parents the right to acquire 

information about the professional qualifications of their child’s classroom teachers.  

Upon request Newman Grove Public Schools will give parents the following information 

about their child’s classroom teacher. 

1.  Whether the teacher has met State qualifications and licensing criteria for the 

grade levels and subject areas in which the teacher provides instruction. 

2.  Whether the teacher is teaching under an emergency or provisional teaching 

certificate. 

3.  The baccalaureate degree major of the teacher.  You may also get information 

about other graduate certification or degrees held by the teacher, and the field 

of discipline of the certification or degree. 

 

We will also, upon request, tell parents whether their child is being provided services by 

a paraprofessional and, if so, the qualifications of the paraprofessional.  The request for 

information should be made to an administrator in your child’s school building.  The 

information will be provided to you in a timely manner. 

 

Finally, Newman Grove Public Schools will give timely notice if your child has been 

assigned, or has been taught for four or more consecutive weeks, by a teacher who does 

not meet the requirements of the Act. 

 

NEBRASKA CHILD FIND 

Newman Grove Public Schools asks you to assist us in our “Nebraska Child Find” 

efforts.  This is an ongoing statewide search for all unserved children with disabilities, 

ages birth through twenty-one (21).  If you know of a child who is experiencing 

difficulties with motor development, speech and language, vision, hearing, or learning, 

please refer the parent to the number below.  Newman Grove Public Schools will provide 

an education evaluation at no cost to the parent.  If the child qualifies under Nebraska 

laws, a free and appropriate educational program will be developed to meet his/her 

educational needs.  Contact Newman Grove Schools at 447-6294 and ask to speak to the 

Director of Special Education. 

 

STUDENT PRIVACY - (See Appendix for Policy #5015) 
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RULES AND REGULATIONS  

FOR ELEMENTARY SCHOOL 
 

ARRIVAL AT SCHOOL 

There is no playground supervision until 7:45a.m.  Therefore, students will not be 

allowed on the school grounds before 7:45 a.m. 

 

Students riding bicycles must park them immediately upon arrival at school.  Bicycles 

shall be parked at the rack located on the school playground. 

 

At 7:45 a.m., the upper grade students may play games on the south end of the cement 

and the lower grades will visit on the north end near the building. 

 

Students will not enter the building before 7:55 a.m. unless they have a pass from a 

teacher to do school work or if the weather is bad. 

 

Students line up when the teacher on duty blows the whistle at 7:55a.m. and go quietly to 

their rooms. 

 

ATTENDANCE 

School begins at 8:00 a.m.  The lunch period is staggered and will begin at approximately 

10:51 a.m.   

 

School will be dismissed at the following times:  Monday - Thursday (3:30 and 3:37 

p.m., respectively, for K-6 and 7-12 students and on Friday 3:00 and 3:07 p.m. 

 

Regular attendance is essential to successful school work.  If a student is going to be 

absent, he/she should present an excuse to his/her teacher signed by a parent/guardian 

before he/she is absent.  Parents/guardians of all absent students will be contacted.  Please 

save us the work of calling.  Let us know if your child will not be in school.  An absence 

due to a contagious disease will require an admit slip from a doctor. 

 

Students will be counted tardy when they arrive after school begins and up to 30 minutes 

afterwards.  A student arriving 30 minutes late or leaving for more than 30 minutes 

during the day will be counted absent for 1/2 day for the part of the day he/she missed.  

Perfect attendance awards will be given at the end of the school year to those students 

who do not miss any school or have any tardies. 

 

ELEMENTARY AWARDS 

Attendance Award:  The objective of the attendance award is to improve attendance.  

Awards will be given for: a) perfect attendance, and 2) good attendance (miss one day or 

less).  The award will consist of a certificate and publication. 
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Good Citizenship Award:  The objective of the good citizenship award is to reward good 

behavior and improve citizenship.  Requirement for this award is no classroom penalty 

time (pink slip), including playground behavior, was received during a quarter.  This 

quarterly award will consist of a certificate and publication. 
 

DISCIPLINE AND RULES 

The following rules and regulations will be enforced: 

1. Show respect for administration, teachers, aides, and other employees.  Promptly 

obey at all times. 

2. Use the restrooms properly. 

3. Pass quietly through the halls and on the stairs.  Do not run up or down the stairs, 

skip steps or jump on landings. 

4. Help keep noise and confusion at a minimum so other students will not be disturbed. 

5. Improper actions, such as rudeness, foul language, pushing or the lack of respect for 

others, will be reprimanded. 

6. Students will be charged for any damage caused to property of the school, staff or 

other individuals. 

 

PLAYGROUND RULES:  No students are to be on the playground before 7:45 a.m. 

Students should get the teacher’s permission before going after a ball that has gone off 

the playground area. 

1. No rough games such as tackle football will be permitted.  

2. Any game that requires catching and rough handling of an opponent is prohibited. 

3. Do not kick or throw balls against the school buildings. 

4. No one is to go onto the fire escape. 

5. No one is to play north of the drains on either side of the building. 

6. No one is to play in the street. 

7. All students must be quiet in line before anyone enters the school buildings. 

8. Rough or dangerous use of any of the playground equipment will not be permitted. 

9. A game in which the ball continually goes into the street will be stopped. 

10. Proper footwear will be necessary for students to participate in playground activity 

during bad weather (snow, rain, mud, etc.).  Students should have an extra pair of 

shoes or overshoes. 

11. Snow rules: 

 a. No snowballing. 

 b. No sliding on the ice. 

 c. No playing in water or mud. 

12. Swing rules: 

 a. One on a swing at a time. 

 b.  No swinging sideways or twisting. 

 c. No standing on the swings. 

 d. No pulling on legs when pushing each other. 
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 e. No climbing poles. 

13. Merry-Go-Round rules: 

 a.  No climbing on rods. 

 b. No dragging of feet or hands when merry-go-round is in use. 

 

MISCELLANEOUS RULES 

1. When crossing the street on the way to or from other buildings, students are to walk 

with their teacher and cross only at the designated crossing. 

2. No student is to be in any school buildings at any time unless taking part in a 

sponsored activity. 

3. Toy water pistols and articles such as bean shooters, sling shots, hard baseballs, or 

anything else that may easily cause injury are prohibited in the buildings and on the 

school grounds.  They will be confiscated by the teacher. 

4. Students should not bring play equipment from home unless they have been given 

permission by their teacher.  Students will use items provided by the school. 

 

Students failing to comply with the previous rules will be subject to disciplinary action by 

the teacher which will include a loss of recess time and/or detention and a conference 

with the student, teacher, and possibly the parent/guardian.  Continual abusers of rules 

will be referred to the principal. 
 

BUS RULES (See Appendix for Policy #5044) 

 

DISMISSAL 

Students will walk with their teachers out of the building at the time of dismissal.  

Students will leave the building and grounds immediately upon dismissal except those 

children who find it necessary to wait for transportation.  Pupils are not to re-enter the 

school building after school dismissal without permission.  Students with bicycles are to 

walk bikes around the building and across the street before riding them away. 

 

FIELD TRIPS 

Field trips are a part of classroom work and student conduct should be the same as in the 

classroom.  If the student decides not to go on the trip with his/her class, appropriate class 

work must be made up for that day.  Permission slips signed by parents/guardians must 

be presented to the teacher before the student makes the trip.  Any student failing to 

comply with rules and regulations while on the field trip shall be subject to discipline. 

 

FIRE DRILLS  

The alarm will be sounded without your knowing in advance.  You are to walk quickly, 

but orderly, down the stairs or fire escape and out of the building. 

Basement:   Will leave by the southeast basement classroom and go to the south end of 

the playground. 

2nd Floor: The two south rooms will leave by the south or back entrance/exit and go 
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the south corner of the playground. 

   The two north rooms on the North will leave by the north or front 

entrance/exit and go to the area in front of the Public Library. 

3rd Floor: The rooms on the East will go down the stairs (or fire escape if stairs are 

blocked) and out the North door to the area in front of the Public Library. 

   The rooms on the West will go down the fire escape and to the south end of 

the playground. 

 

All grades will remain in their places quietly until directed to return to the building.  

Students will follow their teacher and return to the classrooms quietly and in an orderly 

fashion. 

 

SEVERE WEATHER EVACUATION ROUTES (Signal:  Intermittent Bells) 

Notice of school closings will be called to radio stations 94 ROCK (Norfolk), 

WJAG/KEXL (Norfolk), US92 (Norfolk), KZ100 (Central City), KPNO (Norfolk), KLIR 

(Columbus), KKOT/KTTT (Columbus), KJSK (Columbus), and television stations 

Channel 10 (Lincoln) and Channel 8 (Lincoln). SchoolReach will also be used. 

 

During school hours, severe weather evacuation will adhere to the following: 

 Elementary Building.  Students go to the basement of the building. Teachers will 

direct classes in “order of arrival” to the restrooms, workroom area, and interior 

hallway, respectively. 

Second Floor Classrooms will take the SOUTH stairway. 

Third Floor Classrooms will take the NORTH stairway. 

Cafeteria/Music Room:  Go to the JH boys and girls locker rooms, and enter the 

shower area.  If these areas are filled, go the hallway which leads to the locker 

rooms. 

Gymnasium Classes:  Students will go to the boys and girls restrooms under the 

bleachers. 

 

All grades will quietly remain in their assigned places until directed to return to their 

building/classrooms.  Students will then walk with their teachers and return to their 

classrooms in a quiet and orderly manner. 

 

SEVERE WEATHER EVACUATION ROUTES (Signal: Intermittent Bells) 

The signal for a tornado is announced by the tornado alarm system.  Teachers lead 

students in class at the time of a tornado to designated areas.  Maps of these areas are 

posted in each room (alternate routes are marked in case of blocked pathways. 

 

The first teacher to arrive at a designated area will unlock the door if the door is locked, 

then instruct all students to go to the back of the designated area.  The teacher will wait at 

the door with the list of all missing students.  The list of all missing students will then be 

picked up by an administrator or the administrator’s designee. 
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Each teacher should take their emergency manual with them, so that they can take roll 

after they are out of their room.  Attendance is taken at the beginning of each period.  It is 

important to keep track of students so that everyone is accounted for. 

 

Each teacher should take a flashlight with them. 

 

In the case of a drill, each teacher should take all students in their room to the designated 

place when the alarm sounds. 

 

Tornado Evacuation Locations: 

▪ Elementary Building:  Students go to the basement of the building.  Teachers will 

direct classes in “order of arrival” to the restrooms, workroom area, and interior 

hallway, respectively 

 **Second Floor Classrooms will take the SOUTH stairway. 

 **Third Floor Classrooms will take the NORTH stairway. 

▪ Ag Ed/Family & consumer Science will go to the Ag shop locker room. 

▪ Cafeteria/Music Room will go to the restrooms under the bleachers. 

▪ Gymnasium Classes will go to the boys and girls. restrooms under the bleachers 

 

High School Classes/Offices/Media Center will go to the boys and girls high school 

locker rooms.  

 

HOME ATHLETIC AND OTHER EVENTS IN AUDITORIUM AND GYM 

1. Activity tickets may be purchased by students for admission to home athletic 

activities.  During the 2017-2018 school year, prices are set by Boone Central 

Schools (athletic coop).   

2. All students and adults enter school only by the gymnasium door or main entrance. 

3. Students are requested to not leave during the athletic events, musicals, class plays, 

etc., until the activity is completed or until an announced break. 

4. Once you enter the building, you are expected to stay inside until you are ready to 

leave for the evening - in other words, no going in or out more than once. 

5. Concessions are in the auditorium.   

 

LIBRARY REGULATIONS 

All grade school students are eligible to use the library.  The library will be open during 

the assigned class scheduling periods.  No fines are charged for overdue materials. 

1. Students should proceed quietly and orderly to and from the library. 

2. Kindergarten and first graders may check out one book and must keep their library 

books in school. 

3. Second through sixth graders may check out only two items (books and/or 

magazines). 

4. Library books and magazines are to be checked out for a one week period. 
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5. Library materials may be renewed with the book or magazine on hand at the time of 

the renewal with the permission of the librarian. 

6. Any student damaging or losing materials while checked out to him/her will be 

charged a repair or replacement fee.  For lost library books, a fee will be assessed 

for replacement cost of the book. 

7. Students are requested to help keep the library neat and attractive. 

 

BREAKFAST 

K-6 Breakfast will be delivered to the classroom for those who ordered it the previous 

day.  

 

Meal prices are set annually with price guidelines detailed in the August school 

newsletter. 

 

LUNCH 

Lunch times: 3rd – 6th (10:51-11:21); 7th-12th (11:46-12:16); K – 2nd (12:16 – 12:46) 

Students will walk with their teachers to and from the cafeteria.  They will sit at tables 

designated by the lunchroom supervisor.  Students will use good table manners and only 

use only quiet conversation while in the cafeteria.  If students are continually noisy while 

eating, they may be put in a seating arrangement or their privilege of talking quietly may 

be taken away.  Trading of food will not be allowed unless it is between siblings.  

Students are not to take food from the lunchroom unless given permission. 

 

The hot lunch program will be in operation on the first full day of school.  Meals may be 

purchased in the office.  Meal prices are set annually with price guidelines detailed in the 

August school newsletter.  Meals may be purchased singly or in any quantity desired.    

Purchase from another student’s ticket (other than brother/sister) is not acceptable.  Only 

one charge will be allowed. 

 

A milk break is available to students in grades K-3.  It should be understood that if a 

child signs up for milk break, the child should take the milk offered.  Milk break money 

is non-refundable. 

 

Application forms for free and reduced price meals will be available to each student. 

 

Any student requesting to leave the school premises over the noon hour for eating 

purposes, must bring a medical slip from the family doctor stating why said student 

would need a special diet.  Without a doctor’s slip, students are expected to eat school 

lunches or bring a sack lunch. 

 

School Meal Program and Meal Charges (See Appendix for Policy #3012) 
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REPORT CARDS/GRADE VALUES 

Report cards are issued every nine weeks.  Parents will receive the report cards at Parent-

Teacher Conferences following the first and third nine weeks periods.  The nine weeks 

grade is based on daily work, class participation, and tests. 

 

Mid-term reports for all students will be sent out to parents/guardians approximately each 

four and one-half weeks. These reports will indicate the student’s progress in each class. 

Grade values are as follows:  A (94-100%); B (86-93%); C (78-85%); D (70-77%); and F 

(Below 70%). 

 

 

RULES AND REGULATIONS 

FOR JUNIOR-SENIOR HIGH SCHOOL 
 

SECTION #1: 

GRADUATION REQUIREMENTS and GRADES 

 

GRADUATION REQUIREMENTS  

All students are required to carry six subjects per semester.  Be certain that all 

requirements for graduation are being met.  Do not get caught short of courses in the 

senior year. Plan ahead with the guidance counselor. 

 

To earn a diploma from the Newman Grove Public Schools the requirements are: 

Class requirements for the Class of 2017 and beyond include earning 220 or more total 

credits and: 

 

LANGUAGE ARTS - 40 CREDITS 

Required courses:  English 9, English 10, English 11, English 12. 

Electives: Dual Credit English Composition, Independent Lit, Creative Writing  

 

SOCIAL STUDIES- 30 CREDITS 

Required courses: American History, American Government, World History or World 

Geography 

Electives: Psychology, and Sociology   

 

SCIENCE - 30 CREDITS 

Required courses: Physical Science and Biology I.  The final 10 credits may come from 

the following electives: Biology II (dual credit), Chemistry, Physics, Anatomy and 

Physiology, Introduction to Health Careers and Medical Terminology, and Independent 

Science Research.   
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MATHEMATICS - 30 CREDITS 

Required courses: Algebra I, Geometry & Algebra II  

Electives: Trigonometry.  Calculus and Statistics (dual credit)  

 

VOCATIONAL EDUCATION - 30 CREDITS 

Required courses: 9th Explore.   

The final 20 credits may be earned from the following electives: Any Business or 

Agriculture classes, STEM, Human Development or Yearbook II, III, or IV. 

 

VISUAL/PERFORMING ARTS - 10 CREDITS  

The 10 credits may be earned from any of the following areas Vocal, Instrumental Music, 

Art, or Yearbook I. 

 

PERSONAL HEALTH/FITNESS - 10 CREDITS 

Required course: PE/Health 9.   

Electives: Lifetime Sports and Strength/Conditioning. 

 

SUMMER SCHOOL 

If a student has failed a core class(es) (Math, Science, English, Social Studies) or a class 

required for graduation, either first or second semester, they will need to attend summer 

school for credit recovery and to stay on track for graduation. If your student(s) is a 

senior and they have failed a course needed for graduation they will not be allowed to 

participate in the graduation ceremony and will need to attend summer school to 

complete the requirements for graduation per School Board Policy 6006. 

 

GRADING 

In order to establish a policy of grading, the following criteria will be followed: 

1.  At least one grade each week (probably more) will be recorded during the grading 

period. 

2. The semester test will contribute no more than one-tenth (1/10th) of the semester 

grade.  The classroom teacher will determine the need for semester tests (This 

change was approved by Board of Education in April, 2011). 

3. Grade Values:  A=4 points; B=3 points; C=2 points; D=1 point; F=0 points. 

 

Juniors and/or Seniors may take one class per year on a PASS/FAIL basis.  The class 

cannot be a required class and must be approved by the counselor, principal and class 

instructor.  Once a student has completed the pass/fail form, that decision is irreversible.  

Credit is earned for a passing grade, but the class would not be used on the GPA. 
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HONOR ROLL 

The honor roll program is designed to recognize academic achievement.  Criteria for the 

honor roll (three levels) are as follows: 

1.   A student must be carrying five classes meeting five days per week. 

2. High Distinction - 4.0 (all A) for the quarter. 

3. Distinction - average for quarter greater than or equal to 3.5. 

4. Honor - average for quarter greater than or equal to 3.0. 

5. A student receiving a failing (‘F’) grade is not eligible for the honor roll. 

Recognition:  ‘High Distinction’ (all ‘A’) recognition is described in the ‘A’ Team 

section of this handbook.  All honor roll students will receive a certificate.  An honor roll 

will be published at the end of each quarter reporting period and at the end of each term. 

 

A-TEAM 

Grade 7-12 membership qualifications:  The student must receive a grade of ‘A’ in all 

courses for the term.  Courses must meet 5 days per week.  The award will be made each 

term during the school year. Recognition:  The first time the student earns this honor, a 

chenille letter ‘A’ will be awarded to the student.  Each time thereafter, the student will 

receive a metal bar that can be placed on the letter. 

 

DOWNLIST 

Teachers are responsible for completing weekly downlist forms for each student that 

should be included on the downlist (‘D’ or below). 

 

MID-TERM REPORTS 

Mid-term reports for students will be sent to parents/guardians approximately each four 

and one-half weeks or distributed at Parent/Teacher Conferences.  Reports will indicate 

the student’s progress in each class. 

 

REPORT CARDS 

The grading period for MS and HS will be done on a semester basis and at the close of 

each grading period, students and parents will receive a report of student’s progress.  This 

report need not be returned.  Report cards will be mailed to parents at the end of the first 

semester.  Second semester report cards may be picked up in the Central Office on a 

specified date upon completion of the school year.  Mid-term reports will be distributed 

at parent-teacher conferences or mailed. 

 

PERMANENT RECORDS 

Permanent records are kept in the office and brought up to date at the end of each 

semester.  Any student in the Newman Grove Public Schools, his/her parents/guardian, 

teachers, counselors, or school administrators shall have access to the school’s files or 

records maintained concerning said student.  No other person shall have access nor shall 

the contents of a student’s permanent record be divulged in any manner to any 

unauthorized person.  All files/records shall be maintained as to separate academic and 
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disciplinary matters, and all disciplinary material shall be removed and destroyed upon 

the student’s graduation or after his/her continuous absence from school for three (3) 

years. 

 

PARENT-TEACHER CONFERENCES 

Conferences are held twice a year.  Dates and times of conferences will be published.  

Parents and guardians are encouraged to attend. 

 

CHANGE IN REGISTRATION 

Complete a “Change of Schedule” form in the counselor’s office.  The counselor must 

approve any change in registration with parents/guardian. 

 

 

CREDIT RECOVERY 

Newman Grove High School cooperates with the Independent High School of Nebraska 

and also has online courses (APEX) available for high school students lacking specific 

credits for graduation.   

 

ACADEMIC SCHOLARSHIP ELIGIBILITY 

Students must have been in attendance at Newman Grove High School for two years in 

order to be eligible for academic scholarships awarded by Newman Grove High School. 

The Valedictorian shall be first in his/her class and the Salutatorian shall be second in 

his/her class.  (This is based on four years of academic work and the last two semesters of 

these years must have been in Newman Grove.)  Recognition is to include honor students 

(anyone graduating with a 3.5 GPA or higher). 

 

JUNIOR COLLEGE/UNIVERSITY REQUIREMENTS 

See the guidance counselor for current entrance requirements. 

 

JUNIOR HIGH COMPLETION POLICY  

Junior High promotion will be based upon a student passing 6 of the 8 core subjects 

(English, Math, Science and Social Studies) by the end of the 8th grade.  Students not 

meeting this requirement will be retained at the appropriate level.  Credit for a failed 

course may be accepted in the same subject area through correspondence or summer 

courses.  Correspondence and summer courses are at the expense of the student.  

Promotion to the 9th grade is granted if credit is completed before August 1st of that 

school year. 
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SECTION #2: 

PARTICIPATION and ELIGIBILITY 

All students participating in high school activities must abide by all eligibility rules of the 

NSAA and those established by Newman Grove Public Schools.  This includes varsity, 

junior varsity and exhibition activities and competitions.   

 

NEWMAN GROVE SCHOOLS ELIGIBILITY REQUIREMENTS 

In order to represent a high school in interscholastic athletic competition, a student must 

abide by the following requirements of the Newman Grove Public Schools:   

 Students in grades 7-12 must not be failing more than 1 class to participate in extra-

curricular activities.   

 A student failing more than one class during any week will be ineligible for the 

following week. 

 Weekly non-participation is based on Sunday-Saturday of the following week.   

 Students must pass 30 credit hours the prior semester to be eligible the following 

semester. 

NSAA ELIGIBILITY REQUIREMENTS 

In order to represent a high school in interscholastic athletic competition and non-athletic, 

a student must abide by eligibility rules of the Nebraska School Activities Association. A 

summary of the major rules is given below. Contact the principal or activities director for 

an explanation of the complete rule.  

1.  Student must be an undergraduate.  

2.  After a student's initial enrollment in grade nine, he/she shall be ineligible after eight 

semesters of school membership beginning with his/her enrollment in grade nine.  

3.  Student is ineligible if nineteen years of age before August 1 of current school year. 

(Student in grades 7 or 8 may participate on a high school team if he/she was 15 

years of age prior to August 1 of current school year.)  

4.  Student must be enrolled in some high school on or before the eleventh school day 

of the current semester.  

5.  Student must be enrolled in at least twenty hours per week (10 within the school) 

and regular in attendance, in accordance with the school's attendance policy at the 

school he/she wishes to represent in interscholastic competition.  

6.  Student must have been enrolled and received twenty hours in school the immediate 

preceding semester. (10 within the school) 

7.  Guardianship does not fulfill the definition of a legal parent. If a guardian has been 

appointed for a student, the student is eligible in the school district where his/her 

natural parent(s) have their domicile. Individual situations involving guardianship 

may be submitted to the Executive Director for review and a ruling.  

8.  A student entering grade nine for the first time after being promoted from grade 

eight of a two-year junior high, or a three-year middle school, or entering a high 

school for the first time after being promoted to grade ten from a three-year junior 

high school is eligible. After a student makes an initial choice of high schools, any 

subsequent transfer, unless there has been a change of domicile by his/her parents, 
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shall render the student ineligible for ninety school days. If a student has 

participated on a high school team at any level as a seventh, eighth, or ninth grade 

student, he/she has established his/her eligibility at the high school where he/she 

participated. If the student elects to attend another high school upon entering ninth 

or tenth grade, he/she shall be ineligible for ninety school days.  

9.  Student eligibility related to domicile can be attained in the following manners:  

a.  If the change in domicile by the parents occurs during a school year, the student 

may remain at the school he/she is attending and be eligible until the end of the 

school year or transfer to a high school located in the school district where the 

parents established their domicile and be eligible.  

b.  If the parents moved during the summer months and the student is in grade 

twelve and the student has attended the high school for two or more years, the 

student may remain at the high school he/she has been attending and retain 

eligibility.  

c.  If a student has been attending the same high school since initial enrollment in 

grade nine, he/she may remain at that high school and retain eligibility, or he/she 

is eligible at a high school located in the school district where his/her parents 

established their domicile.  

d.  If the legal parents of a student change their domicile from one school district 

that has a high school to another school district that has a high school, the 

student shall be eligible immediately in the school district where the parents 

established their domicile.  

10.  Nebraska transfer students whose name appears on the NSAA transfer list prior to 

May 1 shall be eligible immediately in the fall.  Those students whose name does 

not appear on the NSAA transfer list prior to May 1 shall be ineligible for ninety 

school days, with such transfers being subject to hardship waiver guidelines. 

11.  Other non-enrollment option transfer students must have signed and delivered all 

forms necessary to make such transfer to the school in which he/she intends to 

enroll for the 2018-19 school year prior to May 1, 2018; for the student to be 

eligible, the school to which the transfer is being made must have notified the 

NSAA office via an NSAA online transfer form, no later than May 1, 2018.  The 

student would, however, become ineligible for ninety school days the next fall if the 

student were to change his/her mind and decide not to transfer. If such student were 

to transfer to the new school, but later decides to return to his/her former district 

before 90 school days have elapsed, such student will be ineligible in the former 

district for 90 school days, with the ineligibility period commencing at the start of 

the fall semester. Those students, who did not have their enrollment forms signed, 

delivered and accepted prior to May 1, 2018, shall be ineligible for ninety school 

days, with such transfers being subject to hardship waiver guidelines.  

12.  Once the season of a sport begins, a student shall participate in practices and 

compete only in athletic contests/meets in that sport, which are scheduled by his/her 

school. Any other competition will render the student ineligible for a portion of, or 

all of, the season in that sport. The season of a sport begins with the first date of 
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practice as permitted by NSAA rules and ends with the state meets in the spring 

sports.  

13.  During the season of a particular sport, athletes participating in that sport for a high 

school may attend, but may not physically take part, either as an individual or as a 

member of a team, in the sport activity in which instruction is being offered in the 

clinic, camp or school.  

14.  A student shall not participate on an all-star team while a high school 

undergraduate.  

15.  A student must maintain his/her amateur status.  

 

SECTION #3: 

ATTENDANCE 

Regular attendance is important.  Problems in the areas of attendance and tardiness can 

lead to difficulties, both academically and within a classroom’s daily structure.  Regular 

attendance is a positive factor that develops habits of punctuality, self-discipline and 

responsibility.  Pupils who attend class regularly generally achieve higher grades, enjoy 

school more, and are more employable after leaving school.  Even though a student may 

make up the actual work missed because of absences, he/she misses instruction; this can 

only be received through actual classroom attendance and participation. 

The primary responsibility of supervision of a student rests with his/her parent(s) or 

guardian(s).  However, if the student(s) and parents/guardians do not assume that 

responsibility, the school district will do everything in its authority to enforce the 

attendance laws of the State of Nebraska.  Parents are asked to cooperate with the school 

to reduce the number of absences to a minimum.  Parents are encouraged to make 

appointments and other engagements so that they do not interfere with the school day. 

 

The attendance policy of the Newman Grove Junior-Senior High School (Policy 

#5001) can be found in the Appendix. 

Tardy Procedure: 

a. The office will issue tardy slips to students during the first period of the day, after 

lunch, and upon the student’s first return to the building during the school day. 

b. Tardy to first period class is defined as the time after the second bell rings.  A student 

not in his/her seat at this time is considered tardy.  A student arriving more than 30 

minutes late will be considered absent for the first period. 

c. All other tardies throughout the school day will be handled by the classroom teacher 

and placed on their attendance slip to be entered into the student’s record. 

d. Three (3) tardies will equal one absence per class period and will be counted toward 

the five (5) absences per semester in that class. 

e. Detentions will be assigned after the third tardy with a progression of severity. 

Re-entering School After an Absence: 

After an absence has occurred, the student must report to the office before being 

readmitted to class.  Students need to present a note stating the reason for the absence and 

the dates missed, signed by his/her parent guardian.  Students may also present a note 
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from their doctor, dentist, lawyer, or judge at this time.  Students are accountable for 

homework of days missed.  Students are allowed 1 day more than the days missed to 

complete the make-up work unless otherwise indicated by an instructor. 

 

Extended Absences/Saturday School: 

a. Saturday School (8 a.m. - 11:30 a.m.) may be assigned to students who have reached 

their sixth tardy within a class period. 

b. Saturday School or extended school days may be assigned on excessive absences and 

tardies (administration discretion). 

 

Extended Absences in Advance: 

A student who knows that he/she will be absent for any reason other than school 

activities needs to inform the office and their classroom teachers prior to being absent.  

This allows the teacher to provide the necessary assignments to the student.  All work 

should be completed in advance of their absence.  Missing assignments will not be given 

credit and will be entered into the teacher’s grade book as such.  These students may need 

to hire tutors for help at the expense of the parents and not the school.  Examples of this 

might have to come from sources such as Sylvan Learning Center, a graduate, teachers 

that are in the system that will be available to assist but will need to be paid for their time 

outside their school contract. 

 

Semester/Final Test: 

At the end of each semester/term, there will be one or two days of testing.  Individual 

teachers would determine the need for semester tests but that test would not constitute 

more than one-tenth of the semester grade.  Projects or tests should be relevant to the 

overall curriculum and goals of the course.   

Review for that test will take place at the discretion of the instructor.  No student is 

exempt from participating in test reviews. 

 

ACCESS PERIOD - RULES 

All 9-12th grade students will be assigned to a homeroom for the access period.  Students 

are required to report to that room and remain in that room unless they have a pass to go 

to another room or have a scheduled class/organizational meeting.  Meetings are 

considered the same as a class - students are expected to attend class and organizational 

meetings and will be considered absent if they are not in attendance. 

Junior and Senior students meeting established criteria may be released at the beginning 

of the access period (approximately 3:04 p.m.) unless they have scheduled meetings or 

simply wish to use the access time for school-related work or teacher contact.  This, 

however, is not an open door policy.  If the student stays in the building, they will follow 

all rules pertaining to the access period.   
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Juniors and seniors must meet the following criteria to be allowed to leave the building 

during the access period:  a) No grade lower than a C in any class which they are enrolled 

b) no discipline referrals. 

 

Juniors and seniors in good standing may use this time to take care of errands, 

appointments, and other responsibilities that they may have.   The lunch period is not to 

be used for these types of things. 

 

COLLEGE VISITATION 

To assist in post-high school planning, seniors will be allowed two days to visit college.  

If visitations are arranged through the guidance counselor, they will not be counted 

against the student’s five days allowed for absences.  However, if the college visitation is 

not arranged through the counselor, the days will count against the five allowed absences.  

Students should use the procedures for Absence in Advance for securing make-up slips 

and turning them in. 

 

PERMISSION TO LEAVE SCHOOL GROUNDS 

No student will be allowed to leave school grounds during school time without parental 

permission.  All requests to leave the school grounds while school is in session must be 

approved by the Principal prior to signing out of the office.  Students leaving school 

grounds must sign out in the office regardless of the reason unless accompanied by a 

teacher or an administrator. 

 

 

SECTION #4: 

STUDENT CONDUCT and RULES 

 

CLASS DISMISSAL 

Bells at the close of the class period are a signal to the teacher, not the class.  Remain 

seated until you are dismissed by the teacher. 

 

HALL CONDUCT 

It is expected that students will keep noise at a minimum in the halls before school and 

between classes.  Pushing, shoving, scuffling, loud conversation and raucous laughter are 

not acceptable behavior.  Teachers will monitor halls between classes. 

 

DISCIPLINE - CLASSROOM 

Students are expected to act politely, courteously, and thoughtfully.  Teacher suggestions 

such as conduct, assignments, and the like are given for a reason.  Many times, students 

will be told the reasons that lie behind a request, but at other times this reason will be 

either obvious or the situation might warrant that no reason be given.  When given such a 

request, it is a student’s duty to follow it.  If a student feels that they have been treated 
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unfairly, they are urged to see the Principal and state their case.  Student concerns and 

problems will be given sincere consideration. 

 

Each teacher will be primarily responsible for the discipline of students under his/her 

assignment.  However, all teachers have a responsibility toward the general school 

welfare and discipline including other students.  Students are expected to have a 

respectful attitude toward all faculty members and employed personnel.  Ordinarily, 

students should not be dismissed from class unless they are *insubordinate (see definition 

of insubordination) or without previous discussion with the Principal or Superintendent.  

Teachers will make reasonable attempts to help students correct their behavior by 

conferencing with student, assigning after school detentions, and contacting parents.  If a 

teacher determines it necessary to refer the student to the principal, disciplinary action 

will occur.  Severity of the discipline will be at the discretion of the principal based on 

each situation.  Possible disciplinary actions may include, but are not limited to:  

parent/student/school conferences, after school detentions, lunch detentions, Saturday 

School assignments, in-school suspensions and out-of-school suspensions. 

*Insubordination defined:  Resistance to authority; disobedience; unruly behavior 

 

SATURDAY SCHOOL 

The purpose of Saturday school is to provide a safe, structured, study environment for 

students who have been assigned due to a school rule infraction.  The premise behind this 

program is to provide students an alternative consequence, prior to out-of-school 

suspension, for behaviors which fail to live up the expectations we have for Newman 

Grove students.  Through this program, we hope to encourage students to make better 

choices and to take responsibility for their actions. 

Reasons for Saturday School Assignment: 

 Students who have a) reached their sixth tardy within a class period; or b); excessive 

absences and tardies (administration discretion). 

 Students who consistently turn in incomplete or late work 

 Continual inappropriate behavior 

 Any behavior that is disruptive or detrimental to the learning environment, depending 

on severity 

 Any student failing two or more courses may be assigned 

 Students who are outwardly disrespectful to any staff member 

 

Guidelines and Schedule: 

 Saturday School will consist of three and a half hours, from 8:00 through 11:30 a.m.  

Doors will be open from 7:45 through 8:00 a.m.  Any student arriving after 8:00 a.m. 

will be refused admission and will be considered truant.   

 The only exception for attendance at Saturday School will be illness.  Calls for illness 

should be made between 7:45 and 8:00 a.m. on that Saturday to 447-6294. 

 Students who are truant from Saturday School may be suspended out-of-school or in-

school for the next day that school is in session and will be assigned to two days of 
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Saturday School. 

 Students who violate Saturday School rules will be required to leave the school 

grounds, resulting in out-of-school suspension or an in-school suspension and 

reassignment of two days of Saturday School. 

 

Rules and Student Responsibilities: 

 Students must be on time and ready to begin work at 8:00 a.m. 

 Homework or appropriate reading material must be brought by the students.  Students 

will be expected to work for the entire time. 

 Students will remain seated except as permitted by the supervisor. 

 Sleeping is prohibited. 

 One break will be scheduled by the supervisor. 

 Talking is prohibited. 

 No electronic devices are allowed. 

 No drinks (other than those available for purchase at the school), food, candy, etc. are 

allowed. 

 Students who fail to follow these rules or disrespect the supervisor will be dismissed 

from Saturday School.  Consequences have been listed earlier. 

 

SCHOOL PROPERTY 

Students are advised that unauthorized persons caught in the school buildings outside the 

school day will be turned over to the civil authorities and charged with breaking and 

entering. 

Anyone convicted of theft and/or destruction of school property whether convicted by 

school and/or local authorities shall receive a two (2) week suspension.  Conditions for 

reinstatement will be outlined by the Board of Education. 

 

LOCKERS AND TEXTBOOKS 

Lockers are school-owned equipment made available for students as a convenience.  

Students are warned that lockers may be searched where is reason to believe that stolen 

property is hidden or if there is reason to believe there is any material or substance that 

may be harmful.  Lockers may also be searched to locate missing library materials or 

textbooks.  Students will be held responsible for damaged lockers, and students are urged 

to keep lockers locked at all times. Nothing should be displayed on the outside of student 

lockers without administrative approval. 

Textbooks:  Each teacher will record the number of students’ assigned book and its 

condition.  Students are responsible to keep this book in the best possible condition. At 

the close of the school term, a fine schedule will be used and students will be required to 

pay for damages beyond normal wear of the books.  The textbooks are learning tools to 

be treated as one would their own possessions. 
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SCHOOL TELEPHONES AND CELL PHONES 

Only urgent and emergency calls are received by students during school hours.  Other 

phone messages will be delivered to students by office personnel.  No personal long-

distance calls are to be made on the school telephone.  If an errand is necessary, proper 

permission must be secured from the office. Student cell phones may be collected at the 

beginning of the period by the classroom teacher.  Students may not use their phones or 

ipods for music at any time. During the students normal lunch period would be the 

exception. Headphones/earbuds are allowed in classroom with teacher permission but 

should not be worn at any other time during the normal school day. 

 

DRESS 

Attending school should be considered the student’s profession.  Students should dress as 

they would if they were occupying a responsible position in the business world.  Rules 

will be made only when student attire and grooming are disruptive to normal school 

proceedings.  The Principal will make the final decisions on questionable school apparel, 

with appellate rights to the Superintendent and, ultimately, the Board of Education. 

NOTE:  Shorts may be worn.  Please use good taste when selecting shorts worn to school.  

Shirts with caricatures or writing on them should be in good taste.  Clothing displaying 

pictures, words, or symbols which refer to those used by gangs, alcohol, tobacco, or 

illegal drugs may not be worn.  Shirts should be modest meeting the top of pants, 

covering undergarments and cleavage.  Pants are to be worn at the top of hips and should 

not show underwear.  Shoes are to be worn at all times.  Caps, hats, and hoods are to be 

removed when entering the building. Physical education shorts and half-shirts are not 

considered in good taste and are not to be worn in classes other than P.E. class. During 

the students normal lunch period would be the exception. 

 

The Newman Grove Public Schools will not tolerate any type of gang messages worn on 

clothing, on the body or displayed on notebooks or personal items.  Violations of this 

policy will be subject to immediate discipline. 

 

FOOD AND BEVERAGES  

Students will not consume food and/or beverages, other than those beverages available 

for purchase at the school, during school hours. 

 

 

SECTION #5: 

STUDENT ORGANIZATIONS AND ACTIVITIES 

 

STUDENT ORGANIZATIONS 

FFA The Newman Grove Chapter of the FFA is a chartered unit of the Nebraska 

Association of FFA which is chartered by the National Organization of FFA.  The major 

purposes of the organization are:  To develop competent, aggressive, rural and 

agricultural leadership; to strengthen the confidence of young men and women in 
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themselves and their work and to create more interest in the intelligent choice of farming 

occupations; to encourage members in the development of individual farming programs 

and establishment in farming; to participate in worthy undertakings for the improvement 

of agriculture, and to develop character, train for useful citizenship and to foster 

patriotism. 

 

FUTURE BUSINESS LEADERS OF AMERICA  FBLA is a national vocational 

student association for students in grades 7-12 in business or business education careers.  

The major purposes of the organizations are to develop business proficiency, civic 

responsibility, leadership skills and self-confidence.  Membership is open to any 

secondary student (grades 7-12) interested in a business career, who has taken or is 

currently enrolled in a business course. 

 

NATIONAL HONOR SOCIETY  Bluejay Chapter - Membership in the National 

Honor Society, sponsored by the National Association of Secondary School Principals, is 

based on scholarship, service, leadership and character.  The purposes of the organization 

are to create an enthusiasm for scholarship, to stimulate a desire to render service, to 

promote worthy leadership, and to encourage the development of sound character.  

Eligibility is open to students in the tenth, eleventh, and twelfth grades. 

 A faculty council consists of five faculty members selected by the principal.  The 

council selects new members based on the student’s credentials and is also responsible 

for dismissing, when necessary, any member who cannot uphold the requirements for 

membership.  Students are not permitted to elect or dismiss fellow students.  The four 

classes of membership are active, transfer, graduate and honorary. 

 Active Members, as stated in the local constitution, are those who have been elected 

to membership by the faculty council. 

 Transfer Members are those who transfer from one school to another school which 

has a National Honor Society Chapter.  Transfer members are accepted automatically in 

the new school’s chapter.  A prospective transfer member should bring to the new school 

a letter from his former principal or society advisor stating that he was an active member 

in good standing and is eligible for transfer.  Transfer members must maintain the 

standards of the new chapter. 

 Graduate Members:  Active members become graduate members upon graduation and 

cease to have a voice in chapter affairs. 

 Honorary Members:  The National Council permits the awarding of honorary 

membership under certain circumstances.  It is usually conferred upon school officials, 

principals, teachers, National Honor Society advisors, or citizens in recognition of 

outstanding service to the school.  In rare instances, the faculty council may honor an 

outstanding student with a physical handicap which prevents his meeting fully the 

requirements for membership.  Other regular students who attend school are not eligible 

for honorary membership with the exception of foreign exchange students. 

 Election Procedures and Criteria:  Selection is based on the four criteria of 

scholarship, service, leadership and character.  Acceptance for membership requires a 
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majority vote of the faculty advisory committee.  Definition of the four criteria is as 

follows: 

 SCHOLARSHIP:  A student must have a cumulative grade point average of 3.25 to 

be considered for membership.  While scholarship is regarded as very important, 

membership is not considered on the basis of scholarship alone. 

 LEADERSHIP: Positive leadership is regarded as highly important for membership 

selection.  Leadership is judged in terms of the number of offices a student has held in 

school or community organizations.  Leadership in the classroom is also considered. 

 CHARACTER:  Character is probably the most difficult criterion to define.  The 

selection committee considers the positive aspects of character, including honesty, 

responsibility, fairness, courtesy, tolerance, and cooperation.  Negative character traits 

may also be considered, but judgments must be free of hearsay and rumor.  Students who 

have been arrested and found guilty of civil offenses or who have a chronic record of 

breaking school regulations are poor membership risks. 

 SERVICE:  The criterion of service is often defined in terms of performance.  Valid 

questions are:  What contributions has this candidate made to school, classmates, and 

community?  What is the student’s attitude toward service? 

 Dismissing Members:  The National Council requires that each member maintain the 

standards of scholarship, service, leadership, and character that were used as a basis for 

his/her election.  A member is never automatically dismissed for failing to maintain 

standards.  Once a member has been dismissed, he/she is never again eligible for 

membership.  A former member is not eligible for a National Honor Society scholarship, 

and he/she will not retain his/her membership card or emblem. 

 Warning Notice:  The faculty council has the responsibility for dismissing a member 

who fails to maintain National Honor Society standards.  When a member deliberately 

violates a school or civil law, a member of the Society, the faculty, or faculty council will 

investigate thoroughly and take appropriate action.  The student will first be notified in 

writing to avoid any misunderstanding.  In a brief letter, the faculty council will explain 

the member’s default of the Society standards and clearly state the time limit of the 

warning period.  For flagrant violations, the member does not necessarily have to be 

warned.  A member is allowed only one warning period during his membership. 

 

STUDENT COUNCIL A student organization designed to provide a forum for student 

expression, to assist in management of student functions in the school, and to promote 

harmonious relationships and general student welfare in the school.  The organization is 

sponsored by the National Association of Secondary School Principals.  Membership 

consists of two elected members from each class in grades 7-12.  School-sponsored clubs 

may elect one member to the council with full membership powers. 

 

INITIATIONS 

Only formal initiations into nationally recognized organizations, where good taste is 

practiced (such as FFA, NHS, etc.) are acceptable, when approved by the administration. 
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MONEY-RAISING ACTIVITIES 

All money raising activities are to be under the general supervision of the superintendent 

and principal and approved by the same.  All monies collected must be submitted to the 

office the day following the event or fundraising activity.   

 

BUYING MERCHANDISE 

Duties of a class officer or committee member may include the purchasing of food or 

other merchandise at the expense of the organization.  The following steps must be 

followed so that an individual is not held personally responsible for paying bills. 

1. No one is authorized to purchase anything on behalf of the school without prior 

approval of the Administration. 

2. Obtain a purchase order from the office. 

3. List the merchandise to purchase and the purchasing location.  If possible, list the 

cost. 

4. Submit the purchase order to your sponsor for approval and his/her signature. 

5. Present the purchase order to the office for approval.  Take a copy of the purchase 

order to the store to secure the merchandise, leaving the copy with the store. 

6. All bills to be paid by the District or with class/organization funds are to be 

submitted to the Business Manager. 

 

COMMUNITY PROGRAM PARTICIPATION 

Due to the demands for the use of school talent in community programs, the following is 

in effect:  All arrangements for such programs must be cleared through the Principal.  If 

at all possible, programs in which students take part are to be presented after school 

hours.  School time is not to be used to rehearse special numbers for programs.  All 

requests for school talent are subject to the approval of the administration. 

 

DANCES/PARTIES 

Each dance must have at least two faculty members as sponsors.  Parents are welcome to 

attend.  Also, faculty members must be invited to all school dances and functions.  Only 

high school students and their dates will be allowed to attend.  Alumni and their dates are 

welcome to attend Homecoming dances only. 

1. Students will be allowed one-half hour, starting from the time the dance is to begin, 

to enter the dance.  

2.  Students arriving after that time limit will not be admitted.  (Exception:  At Prom, 

once students arrive, they are not allowed to leave and return). 

3. A breathalyzer will be administered at all school dances.   

4. Students are not to be in unauthorized areas during the dance. 

5. Students leaving the building will not be readmitted to the dance. 

6. Students who have been drinking alcoholic beverages before attending or who are 

drinking or misbehaving at the dance, will have their parents notified the same night 

if possible and face school disciplinary action.  Law enforcement will also be 

notified. 
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7. Students who misbehave at the school dance will not be permitted to attend the 

following dance and, depending on the circumstances, may not be allowed to attend 

all remaining dances that school year. 

8. Students must notify the office if they intend to bring out-of-school dates.  Students 

with out-of-school dates will be held responsible for the conduct of their dates at the 

dance.  (Out of school date forms available in the office.) 

9. Students inappropriately dressed will not be admitted to the dance.  (Sponsors 

should be as specific as possible in designating acceptable dress). 

10. Students are not to be in the kitchen, except those assigned to handling refreshments 

for the dance. 

11. Students are not to be on the stage at any time during the dance, except to request 

songs. 

It is the responsibility of the organization sponsoring the event to see that the school is 

left clean and orderly.  

 

SECTION #6: 

STUDENT SAFETY 

FIRE DRILL 

The fire alarm will be sounded without advance knowledge.  Everyone is to walk quietly, 

but in an orderly manner, out of the building: 

 Rooms 100, 103 and Media Center, Counselors Office:  Exit through the 

southwest entrance. 

 Rooms 101 and 102:  Exit through south entrance. 

 Rooms 107, 108, and 109:  Exit through southeast entrance. 

 Rooms 105, 106, 110, 111, 112:  Exit through northeast entrance. 

 Music Room:  Exit through the north entrance of the cafeteria. 

 Offices, Teachers Workroom:  Exit through the west (main) entrance. 

 Gymnasium: West entrance (by wt. room) 

 Ag Education/Family and Consumer Science:  Exit through main entrance. 

 

WARNING:  INTENTIONAL PULLING OF A FIRE ALARM IN A SCHOOL 

SYSTEM, CAUSING A FALSE ALARM, IS A FELONY OFFENSE.  STUDENTS 

RESPONSIBLE FOR SUCH AN OFFENSE WILL BE SUBJECT TO QUESTIONS 

AND CONVICTION BY REPRESENTATIVES FROM THE FIRE MARSHALL’S 

OFFICE. 

 

SEVERE WEATHER EVACUATION ROUTES (Signal:  Intermittent Bells) 

Notice of school closings will be called to radio stations 94 ROCK (Norfolk), 

WJAG/KEXL (Norfolk), US92 (Norfolk), KZ100 (Central City), KPNO (Norfolk), KLIR 

(Columbus), KKOT/KTTT (Columbus), KJSK (Columbus), and television stations 

Channel 10 (Lincoln) and Channel 8 (Lincoln). SchoolMessenger  will also be used. 
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During school hours, severe weather evacuation will adhere to the following: 

 Elementary Building.  Students go to the basement of the building. Teachers will 

direct classes in “order of arrival” to the restrooms, workroom area, and interior 

hallway, respectively. 

Second Floor Classrooms will take the SOUTH stairway. 

Third Floor Classrooms will take the NORTH stairway. 

Cafeteria/Music Room:  Go to the JH boys and girls locker rooms, and enter the 

shower area.  If these areas are filled, go the hallway which leads to the locker 

rooms. 

Gymnasium Classes:  Students will go to the boys and girls restrooms under the 

bleachers. 

 

All grades will quietly remain in their assigned places until directed to return to their 

building/classrooms.  Students will then walk with their teachers and return to their 

classrooms in a quiet and orderly manner. 

 

SEVERE WEATHER EVACUATION ROUTES (Signal: Intermittent Bells) 

The signal for a tornado is announced by the tornado alarm system.  Teachers lead 

students in class at the time of a tornado to designated areas.  Maps of these areas are 

posted in each room (alternate routes are marked in case of blocked pathways. 

 

The first teacher to arrive at a designated area will unlock the door if the door is locked, 

then instruct all students to go to the back of the designated area.  The teacher will wait at 

the door with the list of all missing students.  The list of all missing students will then be 

picked up by an administrator or the administrator’s designee. 

 

Each teacher should take their emergency manual with them, so that they can take roll 

after they are out of their room.  Attendance is taken at the beginning of each period.  It is 

important to keep track of students so that everyone is accounted for. 

 

Each teacher should take a flashlight with them. 

 

In the case of a drill, each teacher should take all students in their room to the designated 

place when the alarm sounds. 

 

Tornado Evacuation Locations: 

▪ Elementary Building:  Students go to the basement of the building.  Teachers will 

direct classes in “order of arrival” to the restrooms, workroom area, and interior 

hallway, respectively 

 **Second Floor Classrooms will take the SOUTH stairway. 

 **Third Floor Classrooms will take the NORTH stairway. 

▪ Ag Ed/Family & consumer Science will go to the Ag shop locker room. 

▪ Cafeteria/Music Room will go to the restrooms under the bleachers. 
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▪ Gymnasium Classes will go to the boys and girls. restrooms under the bleachers 

 

High School Classes/Offices/Media Center will go to the boys and girls high school 

locker rooms.  

 

SECTION #7: 

MISCELLANEOUS SCHOOL PROCEDURES AND POLICIES 

 

DAILY ANNOUNCEMENTS 

Daily announcements will be read by teachers each morning at the start of 2nd period. 

These announcements may be about meetings, lost and found items, etc.  All 

organizational announcements must be initialed by the sponsor.  Announcements are to 

be submitted to the office by 8:00 a.m. each morning to be included in the printed 

announcements. 

 

LUNCH PROGRAM 

Lunch times: 3rd -6th-10:51-11:21 7-12-11:46-12:16, K-2nd 12:16-12:46 

 

School Meal Program and Meal Charges (See Appendix for Policy #3012) 
 

DRIVING CARS AND PARKING 

Students who drive cars will be required to park in designated areas. Cars are not to be 

used or moved during the school day without administrative approval.  Student drivers 

shall not drive in the bus loading area.  Careless driving will not be tolerated on school 

premises at any time.  There is to be no loitering in parked cars on school grounds.  

Students are not allowed to drive vehicles to out of town activities in which they are 

participating. 

 

Seniors will be allowed to park along the north side of the Art and Ag Education 

buildings.  All other students will park in the lot located directly north of the elementary 

school.  The parking lot located behind the high school and gymnasium is for faculty, 

staff, and visitors only.  Students are asked to not park on the north and east sides of the 

public library. 

 

GUIDANCE SERVICES 

Guidance services are available to all students.  Confidentiality will be maintained.  If a 

student discloses that he/she is going to harm themselves or someone else, break a law of 

the State of Nebraska or the U.S.A., the counselor will have to alert the proper 

authorities.  This disclosure will be acknowledged as a request for assistance. 

 

TESTING PROGRAM 

Throughout the school year, students will be asked to fill out forms and take various tests 

that are to be used in our testing program.  This information is to be used to help them 
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decided on future careers and also to help us present the kind of program that will be of 

the most benefit to the student.  All students are encouraged to discuss any test result with 

the guidance counselor at any time.  We hope that all students take advantage of this 

program. 

 

STUDENT-TEACHER CONFERENCES 

Feel free to approach a faculty member with a problem and to ask for help in solving 

them.  Many of the problems can and should be worked out with the teachers.  Doing this 

will make the school year much more pleasant.  Be careful of false rumors and hearsay 

reports.  Be sure that what one hears is true before one believes it and passes it on.  Even 

then, it is not always wise to repeat it. 

 

MECHANICAL ROOM/STORAGE AREAS 

The mechanical/storage area is for the custodians and for supplies.  Students are not 

allowed in this area unless they are with a faculty or staff member.  Custodian’s tools and 

supplies are not to be used by the students unless obtained from the custodian personally. 

 

MEDIA CENTER REGULATIONS 

All students are eligible to use the media center.  Students are expected to be utilizing 

resource material, checking out or returning material, or studying.  Students must have a 

pass from their teacher when coming to the media center.  Students are requested to help 

keep the media center neat and attractive. 

 

MAGAZINES, NEWSPAPERS AND FINES:  Current magazines and newspapers are to 

be used in the media center only.  Back issues of magazines may be used for reference 

purposes.  A fine of 10 cents per day will be charged for overdue material and 25 cents 

per day on reference material.  Newspapers are kept for one week.  Old newspapers kept 

behind the circulation desk may be cut up.  Back and current issues of magazines and 

current newspapers ARE NOT to be cut up. Students needing material photocopied for 

class must have WRITTEN permission from the media specialist or teacher.  A charge 

may be assessed for this service. 

 

BOOKS-FINES-DAMAGED OR LOST MATERIAL:  Books may be checked out for 2 

weeks and may be renewed for the same amount of time.  A three day grace period will 

be given before a 10 cent per day fine is charged.  EXAMPLE:  Due date is January 5 - 

Fine begins January 9.  Weekends and holidays are not counted.  Maximum fine is $3.00. 

Students will be charged a fee for damage (other than normal wear).  If material is 

damaged before checking out, report it to the media specialist. 

 

Students will be charged a replacement fee for lost materials.  If materials are found 

before the end of the school year, a refund minus $3.00 maximum fine will be given. 
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REFERENCE MATERIAL AND RESERVE MATERIAL - May be checked out 

overnight through special arrangements with the media specialist.  An overdue fine of 25 

cents per day will be charged. 

 

Permission of the media specialist is needed when checking out reference material. 

 

 

NEWSPAPER ARTICLES FOR PUBLICATION 

Newspaper articles, for commercial newspaper publication, are to be submitted to the 

Central Office by Monday morning at 8:00 a.m. 

This includes articles written by student reports for the various organizations. 

 

OPENING OF THE BUILDING 

Students are not to enter the building in the morning prior to 7:45 a.m. unless the weather 

is inclement or they have special permission.  The school day begins as soon as a student 

walks onto school grounds.  Students are to report to their first class before the class bell 

rings.  There will be 3-minute passing bells for classes. 

 

VISITORS 

School visitors should not be permitted to loiter on the school grounds or in the school 

buildings.  They should be directed to the Central Office to secure permission to attend 

classes or meet with students. 

 

If a student wishes to have a visitor (other than a parent/guardian) attend classes, eat 

lunch at school, or visit during noon, said student will obtain written permission from 

each of their teachers and the principal and at least one day in advance of the visit.  

Disciplinary action will be taken against those not following proper procedure. 

 

 

SECTION #8: 
 

ACTIVITY PARTICIPATION/SUBSTANCE ABUSE POLICY 

 

ELIGIBILITY STANDARDS AND REGULATION VIOLATIONS 

I.  PHILOSOPHY AND PURPOSE OF DRUG/ALCOHOL/TOBACCO POLICY 

  The Boone Central School and Newman Grove Public Schools Districts recognize that the use 

of tobacco, alcohol, and other illegal drugs is a significant health and social problem. Student 

tobacco, alcohol, and illegal drug use results in negative effects on behavior, learning, social and 

physical development. 

 Because we believe that tobacco, alcohol, and other illegal drug dependency is preceded by 

misuse, we believe that early intervention in adolescent substance abuse can benefit the student 

before significant harm or dependency results. Because we believe that we have the obligation to 

address what we consider to be detrimental influences on student performance, achievement, and 

development, the following substance abuse/activity participation policy was developed. It is a part 
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of a total effort in discouraging the use of tobacco, alcohol, and other illegal drugs by the young 

people of our school community. 

 Extra-curricular programs enrich the curriculum of the school by making available a wide 

variety of activities in which a student can participate. Boone Central and Newman Grove Public 

Schools will adhere to the rules and regulations set forth in Title IX guidelines on sex discrimination 

as well as other pertinent rules and regulations. 

 

II.  THE POLICY 

 During the school year, the student shall not use, consume, possess, buy, sell, or give away 

tobacco, alcohol, or other illegal drugs in any form or in any amount. Neither shall the student attend 

functions where alcohol or other illegal drugs are made available for the illegal consumption by 

minors. Activity Code of conduct will be imposed beginning with the official starting day of the 

school/activity established by NSAA and extends to the last day of the spring activity season/day of 

school.  

 

III.  POLICY DEFINITIONS 

 The school year will include any portion of an activity season that begins prior to the start of 

school or continues after the close of the last day of school in the spring. 

 Retail establishments or the student’s home are not included in (II) unless an event is held there 

where alcohol or other illegal drugs are made available for the illegal use by minors. 

 

IV. PARTICIPATION COMMITMENT AND PARENTAL NOTIFICATION ASSURANCE 

 Students wishing to participate in the activity program must sign a statement making a 

commitment to adhere to the substance abuse/activity participation policy as a condition for 

participation. Parents of students wishing to participate in the activity program must sign a statement 

acknowledging receipt of a copy of substance abuse/activity participation policy prior to student 

participation in the activity program. 

 

V.  CONSEQUENCES FOR VIOLATIONS  

 LEVEL I: Violation of Tobacco Regulations 

 After confirmation of a violation at Level I, the student shall lose eligibility to participate in 

home and away school activities but may attend with the team at the coach’s/sponsor’s discretion or 

if a non-participant shall not attend home school activities for 15 school days. 

 

 LEVEL II: First Violation of Alcohol/Illegal Drug Regulations 

 After confirmation of a violation at Level II, the student shall lose eligibility to participate in 

home and away school activities but may attend with the team at the coach’s/sponsor’s discretion or 

if a non-participant, shall not attend home school activities for 30 school days.*  

 Students may receive a reduction of suspension from 30 to 20 school days for successful 

completion of INSIGHT classes. The student may receive another 5 day reduction from 20 to 15 if 

they self-report voluntarily within 48 hours of incident or by 7 a.m. on competition day.  

 

 LEVEL III: Second Violation of Alcohol/Illegal Drug Regulations 

 After confirmation of a violation at Level III, the student shall lose eligibility to participate in 

home and away school activities but may attend with the team at the coach’s/sponsor’s discretion or 

if a non-participant, shall not attend home school activities for 60 school days.* Students may receive 

a reduction of suspension from 60 to 35 school days for successful completion of an approved 

drug/alcohol assessment, at the parent’s/guardian’s/student’s expense and a reduction from 35-30 

with a self-report of the violation. 
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 LEVEL IV: Third and Subsequent Violation of Alcohol/Illegal Drug Regulations 

 After confirmation of a violation at Level IV, the student shall lose eligibility to participate in 

home and away school activities but may attend with the team at the coach’s/sponsor’s discretion or 

if a non-participant shall not attend home school activities, for 90 school days.* The student may 

receive a reduction of 30 school days for a total of 60 if they show successful completion of an 

approved drug/alcohol assessment program, at the parent’s/guardian’s/student’s expense. 

 

 *Activity suspension not completed during a school year will carry over beginning the first day 

of the next school year. Example: A 30 school day suspension imposed with 10 school days 

remaining in the spring would continue again on the first day of the next school year with 20 school 

days remaining in the ineligibility. Activity suspension is based on school days and covers any 

event(s) which occur during the time of suspension including weekends and breaks. Students who are 

in violation of the Substance Abuse Policies of Boone Central Schools/Newman Grove Public 

Schools will miss the appropriate number of school days based on the level of offense and miss a 

minimum of two public performances. If in between seasons or activities for that student, the student 

must also miss two public performance of the next activity in which they would normally participate, 

this may carry over to the following school year. This could be reduced to one public performance in 

the following circumstances, if the violation is at Level II and the student takes the INSIGHT class or 

if it is a Level III or Level IV violation the student must complete an approved drug/alcohol 

evaluation in order to receive the reduction. 

 

 

VI. SUBSTANCE ABUSE TREATMENT & CORRESPONDING SUSPENSION  

 REDUCTIONS 

 

 INSIGHT classes are available for first offense alcohol/drug violations or for students who 

would like to voluntarily participate in this educational program. INSIGHT classes will be scheduled 

outside the regular school day. Any costs of other substance abuse programs or treatment are the 

responsibility of the student and will not be considered a financial obligation of the District. 

 

POSSESSION AND USE OF NUTRITIONAL SUPPLEMENTS POLICY 

I.  PHILOSOPHY AND PURPOSE OF NUTRITIONAL SUPPLEMENTS 

The students of the Newman Grove School District are encouraged to maintain a healthy diet, 

lifestyle and exercise regimen in order to optimize performance in the classroom, activities and 

athletics.  The use of illegal performance enhancing substances such as anabolic steroids, diuretics, 

HGH, etc. is prohibited.  The number of types of nutritional supplements that are available over the 

counter continue to increase.  They are marketed for the purpose of enhancing athletic performance.  

The studies of their long-terms affects are incomplete and they may be detrimental to the health and 

performance of young student-athletes.  They potentially can be dangerous when used 

inappropriately.  We urge parents to become informed about the issues surrounding supplement use 

and to be proactive in discussing supplement use with their children and confer with a licensed 

doctor.   

 

 II. THE POLICY 

Students are not permitted to have, use or mix any supplements during the school day or activities.   

All nutritional supplements need to remain off school grounds due to the school not being able to 

monitor what or the amount you are taking.  The school day is defined as the time students arrive at 
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school to when they leave school after classes, or completion of activity practice and contest 

including bus rides.   

 

Energy bars, calorie replacements drinks (Ensure, Booster, Carnation Instant Breakfast, etc.,) and 

Electrolyte Replacement Drinks (Gatorade, PowerAde, etc.) are permissible.   

 

III. CONSEQUENCES FOR VIOLATIONS 

(1) First Violation: Consequences at a minimum shall include a relinquishment of the 

supplement container and other supporting materials to the school administration and a 

conference between the student and school principal and his/her parent/guardian will be 

contacted.  The supplement container and other materials shall remain in the possession of 

the school administration until such time as the student personally comes to the school’s main 

office and retrieves the supplement container and materials at the end of the day. 

 

(2) Second Violation: Consequences at a minimum shall include a relinquishment of the 

supplement container and other supporting materials to the school administration and a 

conference between the student and his/her parent/guardian and the school principal.  The 

supplement container and other materials shall remain in the possession of the school 

administration until such time as the student’s parent/guardian personally comes to the 

school’s main office and retrieves the supplement container and materials. 

 

(3) Third Violation: Consequences at a minimum shall include a relinquishment of the 

supplement container and other supporting materials to the school administration and a 

conference between the student and his/her parent/guardian and the school principal.  In 

addition, the student shall serve a detention after school that day or the next day.  The 

supplement container and other materials shall remain in the possession of the school 

administration until such time as the student’s parent/guardian personally comes to the 

school’s main office and retrieves the supplement container and materials. 

 

IV. RESPONSIBILITY FOR NUTRITIONAL SUPPLEMENTS 

Students or their parents/guardians are expected to claim a confiscated supplement and other 

supporting materials within ten (10) days of the date it was relinquished.  The school shall not be 

responsible, financially or otherwise, for any unclaimed supplements.  Unclaimed supplements will 

be disposed of at the end of each semester.  The District is not responsible for the security and 

safekeeping of students’ supplements and is not financially responsible for any damage, destruction, 

or loss of nutritional supplements and supporting materials. 

 

VII. PROHIBITED CONDUCT-The following action shall constitute prohibited conduct for 

students participating in Boone Central Schools/Newman Grove Public Schools sponsored activities. 

 1)  Intentionally causing or attempting to cause physical injury to any person 

 2)  Fraud/Theft/Robbery 

 3)  Vandalism to public or private property on or off school grounds 

 4)  Harassment, stalking, threatening, public indecency 

 5)  Knowingly and voluntarily bringing to school, possessing, handling, or transmitting or 

using any object or material that is ordinarily or generally considered to be a weapon by 

school board policy. 
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 Any act or action not specifically identified above, but which constitutes a danger to other 

students, interferes substantially with any extracurricular activity, or is deemed by the administration 

to be unacceptable. 

 

 Committing any act, which is classified as a felony by the State of Nebraska, may be 

considered a third offense violation, no matter when during the calendar year it occurs. 

 

 The above listing is not inclusive and the administration and school will judge each case on its 

own merits, and may take into consideration unique circumstances. 

 

First Offense 

 When a student violates one of the previously listed individual rules or a combination of rules 

the principal/AD will exclude that student from school activities for 15 school days. 

 

Second Offense 

When a student violates one of the previously listed individual rules or a combination of rules 

the principal/AD shall exclude the student from school activities for a period of 30 school days. 

 

Third Offense 

 When a student violates one of the previously listed individual rules or a combination of rules 

the principal/AD shall exclude the student from school activities for a period of 90 school days. 

 

VIII.  REPORTING OF VIOLATIONS 

 When necessary, reports of violations will be substantiated by a signed statement indicating the 

nature of the complaint and including all pertinent details such as time, place, exact violation, etc. 

 

 Reports of all violations will be written and kept in separate files in the high school 

administrative office. 

 

 Determining a Violation Has Occurred. A violation of the Substance Abuse Policy will be 

determined to have occurred based on any of the following criteria: 

 

A coach, supervisor, activities director, and/or an administrator is considered a school official. 

 1.  When a student is cited by law. 

 2.  When a student is convicted of a criminal offense. Conviction includes, without limitation, 

a conviction, a plea of no contest and an adjudication of delinquency by a juvenile court. 

 3.  When a student admits to violating the Substance Abuse Policy 

 4.  A school employee witnesses the violation of the Substance Abuse Policy and reports that 

violation to the appropriate school personnel. 

 5. When school officials otherwise find sufficient evidence to support a determination that a 

Substance Abuse Policy violation has occurred. This may include electronic and/or technological 

means, i.e., Facebook, cell phones, My Space, internet, etc. 

 

IX.  PROCEDURE FOR HANDLING REPORTED VIOLATIONS 

 The following procedures are established for suspensions from participation in extracurricular 

activities: 

 1.  Investigation.  The school official(s) considering the suspension will conduct a reasonable 

investigation of the facts and circumstances and determine whether the suspension will help the 

student or other students, further school purposes, or prevent any interference with a school purpose. 
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 2.  Meeting.  Prior to commencement of the suspension, the school official considering the 

suspension or their designee will provide the student an opportunity to give the student's side of the 

story. The meeting for this purpose may be held in person or via a telephone conference. 

  a. The student will be given oral or written notice of what the student is accused of having 

done, an explanation of the evidence the school has, and the opportunity to explain the student's 

version. Detail is not required where the activity participant has made a self-report or otherwise 

admits the conduct. Names of informants may be kept confidential where determined to be 

appropriate. 

 b. The suspension may be imposed prior to the meeting if the meeting cannot reasonably be 

held before the suspension is to begin. In that case the meeting will occur as soon as reasonably 

practicable. The student is responsible for cooperating in the scheduling of the meeting. 

 3.  Notice Letter. Within two school days, or such additional time as is reasonably necessary 

following the suspension, the Principal or the Principal's designee will send a written statement to the 

student and the student's parents or guardian. The statement will describe the student's conduct 

violation and the discipline imposed. The student and parents or guardian will be informed of the 

opportunity to request a hearing. 

 4. Informal Hearing Before Superintendent. The student or student's parent/guardian may 

request an informal hearing before the Superintendent. The Superintendent may designate the 

Athletic Director or another administrator not responsible for the suspension decision as the 

Superintendent's designee to conduct the hearing and make a decision. 

 a.  A form to request such a hearing must be signed by the parent or guardian. A form will 

be provided with the notice letter or otherwise be made available by request from the Principal's 

office. 

 b.  The request for a hearing must be received by the Superintendent's office within five 

school days of receipt of the notice letter. 

 c.  If a hearing is requested:  

 i.  The hearing will be held within ten school days of receipt of the request; subject to 

extension for good cause as determined by the Superintendent or the Superintendent's designee. 

 ii.  The Superintendent or the Superintendent's designee will notify the participants of the 

time and place of the hearing a reasonable time in advance to allow preparation for the hearing. 

  iii.  Upon conclusion of the hearing, a written decision will be rendered within five school 

days (ten calendar days if school is not in session). The written decision will be mailed or otherwise 

delivered to the participant, parents or guardian. 

 5.  No Stay of Penalty. There will be no stay of the penalty imposed pending completion of the 

due process procedures 

 6.  Opportunity for Informal Resolution. These due process procedures do not prevent the 

student or parent/guardian from discussing and settling the matter with the appropriate school 

officials at any stage. 

 

X.  CUMULATION OF LEVEL OFFENSES 

 Offenses are cumulative and student offenders progress from one level to the next in grades 7 

and 8. Students entering grade 9 begin a new period with no prior violations in grades 7 or 8 

included. Offenses are cumulative and student offender’s progress from one level to another in 

grades 9 through 12. 

 Offenses for drug/alcohol/tobacco violations and prohibited conduct shall accumulate 

separately. If a student commits a second or subsequent violation while under activity suspension, the 

new term of activity suspension will begin immediately following the prior term of ineligibility.  
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XI.  DEFINITION OF SCHOOL ACTIVITIES  

 A.  All Nebraska High School Activities Association sanctioned activities, including seasonal, 

conference, district and state competitions 

 B.  School sponsored clubs and organizations including: Student Council, National Honor 

Society, F.C.C.L.A., F.B.L.A., F.F.A., Cheerleaders/Dance, Academic Quiz Bowl, Instrument and 

Vocal Music, Individual Science Research Projects, and any others not mentioned. 

 C.  Conference Clinics, etc.: Instrumental Music Clinic Vocal Music Clinic, Art Show & 

Competition Academic Contest 

 D.  Social/other special events under the sponsorship of the school including: Spirit 

Rally/Dances, Homecomings, Jr.-Sr. Prom, Activity Banquets, Honor’s Night, etc.  

 

 

XII.  EVENTS NOT CONSIDERED AS “ACTIVITIES” AND NOT INCLUDED IN 

ACTIVITY SUSPENSION FOR SUBSTANCE ABUSE VIOLATIONS:  Career/College Day, 

A.C.T./S.A.T. or similar testing events, Commencement Honors Convocation 

 

ASSURANCE OF COMPLIANCE WITH PL 101-226 

DRUG-FREE SCHOOL AND COMMUNITIES ACT 

 Federal legislation (PL 101-226) has posed some specific requirements on public schools with 

regards to student drug prevention programs. The following meets the requirements of the Federal 

Government under PL 101-226: 

 Because we believe that student use of illicit drugs and unlawful possession and use of alcohol 

is wrong and harmful, we have developed a drug prevention program consisting of education, 

treatment and disciplinary components. 

 Student use or possession of illicit drugs or alcohol at school or as a part of school activities is 

an offense punishable by expulsion from school and referral to law enforcement personnel for 

prosecution. See Activity Participation/Substance Abuse Policy in the handbook. 

 As a condition for participation in the activities program, students must refrain from use of 

illicit drugs, alcohol or tobacco and attendance at functions where alcohol or illegal drugs are 

illegally provided to minors. Suspension from the activities program is provided for student violators. 

 Every parent and student is provided a copy of regulations pertaining to illicit drugs and 

alcohol by means of this student handbook. 

Compliance with drug/alcohol regulations is mandatory. Drug and alcohol counseling can be 

obtained locally or nearby from the following sources: 

 1.  Link, Inc. Norfolk 371-5310 

 2.  Behavior Health Specialists, Inc. Norfolk 370-3140  

 3.  Valley Hope Alcoholism/Drug Treatment Center O’Neill 336-3747 1-800-544-5101 

 Other sources of assistance for treatment programs can be obtained from the guidance 

counselors, your local physician, or other sources. 

 

Boone Central/Newman Grove Public School Additional Participation Standards 

 Students wishing to participate in the activity program of the Boone Central School/Newman 

Grove Public School must also comply with the following standards in addition to the minimum 

standards of the NSAA: 

 1.  In addition to the NSAA eligibility guidelines, the following must also be observed:  

   Semester Basis: A student must have received twenty (20) semester hours of credit the 

immediate preceding semester to be eligible. 

 Weekly Basis: Any student failing more than one class during a week will be declared 

ineligible for the following week.  
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 The eligibility list will be published Thursday with a letter sent home to parents or guardians on 

Friday. Suspension of activities will occur the following Sunday through Saturday. Students cannot 

become eligible until the next list is published.  

 2.  Student must comply with provisions of the substance abuse policy. (Signed statements 

required before participation). 

 3.  Student must hold an activity ticket in order to compete in any sport or activity receiving 

revenue from ticket sales.  

 4.  Student must be present in school for the entire day of an activity in order to participate in a 

contest or practice after school. Any exception must be cleared through the principal. 

 5.  Student must maintain standards of conduct, performance, and citizenship as required by 

individual coaches/sponsors. 

 6.  Some organizations have specific constitutions/guidelines that are unique to the 

organizations. Compliance with these individual standards is required by the specific organizations. 

 7.  Physicals, parental permission and proof of insurance are required of all athletes prior to 

the first practice. (i.e. Medical insurance or Kids Connect.) 

 8.  Any student who is suspended or expelled may not participate in any activities during the 

suspension or expulsion. 

 

Cooperative Relationship between School Activities Students’ Religious Beliefs 

 According to the NSAA, no activity contests may be scheduled on Sunday. In addition to this, 

the school wishes to work cooperatively with the religious organizations of this community. 

 

 When a team is required to play a contest on Monday at the varsity level or when there are 

irregular or playoff games during the upcoming week, practices may be scheduled on Sunday 

afternoon. Coaches must secure the permission of the high school principal or superintendent before 

scheduling a Sunday practice. 

 

 Practices scheduled at any time will be optional when participation in the practice violates a 

student’s legitimately held religious beliefs. 

 

 All practices will have athletes out the door by 6:30 on Wednesdays, which is the evening the 

religious organizations of the community typically offer religious instruction. Students may also be 

excused upon request to receive religious instruction on other evenings if necessary to accommodate 

the schedule of that student’s religious organization.  

 

Safety 

The District's philosophy is also to maintain an activities program which recognizes the 

importance of the safety of the participants. To ensure safety, participants are required to become 

fully familiar with the dangers and safety measures established for the activity in which they 

participate, to adhere to all safety instructions for the activity in which they participate, and to 

exercise common-sense. In addition, the District requires that activity team members travel to and 

from out-of-town events as a unit. Any exceptions to this rule must be approved by both the parents 

and the coach/sponsor and should be done in writing or personal contact, before or at the event, by a 

parent/guardian indicating their child is travelling home with them or an immediate family /parent 

only member. All notes and/or contacts should be documented by the coach/sponsor until all students 

are safely home. 
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Warning for Participants and Parents 

The purpose of this warning is to bring your attention to the existence of potential dangers 

associated with athletic injuries. Participation in any intramural or athletic activity may involve 

injury of some type. The severity of such injury can range from minor cuts, bruises, sprains and 

muscle strains to more serious injuries to the body's bones, joints, ligaments, tendons, or muscles, to 

catastrophic injuries to the head, neck and spinal cord. On rare occasions, injuries can be so severe as 

to result in total disability, paralysis or death. Even with appropriate coaching, appropriate safety 

instruction, appropriate protective equipment and strict observance of the rules, injuries are still a 

possibility 

 When: The Activity Code of Conduct rules apply to conduct which occurs at any time during 

the school year. Consequences for violating the Activity Code of Conduct will be imposed during the 

time frame which begins with the official starting day of the school/fall sport season established by 

the NSAA and extends to the last day of the spring sport season/day of school established by the 

NSAA, whether or not the student is a participant in an activity at the time of such conduct. 

Consequences may carry over one school year to the next school year based on the student’s 

involvement. 

 Where: The Activity Code of Conduct rules apply regardless of whether the conduct occurs on 

or off school grounds. If the conduct occurs on school grounds, at a school function or event, or in a 

school vehicle, the student may also be subject to further discipline under the general student code of 

conduct. A student who is suspended or expelled from school shall not be permitted to participate in 

activities during the period of the suspension or expulsion, and may also receive an additional 

activity suspension. A student will not be allowed to practice or play in any extra-curricular/co-

curricular school functions when they are on an out-of-school suspension or expulsion. A student 

may practice but not play on the day(s) of a full day of in-school suspension. Suspensions carrying 

over the weekends will also affect weekend competition. 


